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| Appointed to take into Conflerition the State of 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice in the Provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and to report the 
fame, as it ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe, 
with their Obſervations thereupon; and who 
| Were inſtructed: to conſider how the Britiſh Poſ- 


ſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies may be held and go- | 
verned with the greateſt Security and Advantage 


. to this Country, and by what Means the Hap- 
| pineſs of the native Inhabitants may be beſt * 
5 m 


4 oo R committee, in the courſe of their 


enquiry into the obedience yielded by 


che company's ſervants to the orders of the 


court of directors (the authority of which 


orders had been ſtrengthened by the regu- 


8 2 _— 


= 


Len 1 
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ww act * 1 77 3), could not overlook © one «+ 


the moſt eſſential objects of that act, and of 


thoſe orders, namely, the taking of gifts and 
\ preſents. Theſe pretended free gifts from 


the natives to the company's ſervants. in 
power had never been authorized by law; 
they are contrary to the covenants formerly 

entered into by the preſident and council ; 
they are ſtrictly forbidden by the act of par- 


liament; and forbidden upon grounds of 


the moſt ſubſtantial policy. 


* Before the 838 act of 1773, the al- 


lowances made by the company to the pre- 
ſidents of Bengal were abundantly ſufficient 
to guarantee them againſt any thing like a 


neceſſity for giving into that pernicious prac- 


tice. The act of parliament which appointed 


a a governor general in the place of a preſident, 


as it was extremely particular in enforcing 


the prohibition of thoſe preſents, ſo it was 
equally careful in making an ample proviſion _ 


for ſupporting the dignity of the office, in 


order to remove all excuſe for a corrupt en- | 


| creaſe of its emoluments. 


Althou gh evidence on record, as ll as, 
ver -rbal retimony, h has appeared before your 
cam- 


£7 + 


Sn Ap of preſents to a lage amount 
having been received by Mr. Haſtings, and 


others, before the year 1775, they were not 


able to find diſtinct traces of that practice 


in n or any one ee, for a few Tours 


* ee ſet on foot in el | b or- 


der of the court of directors, in 1775, with 
regard to all corrupt practices, and the vi- 
gour with which they were for ſome time 
purſued, might have given a temporary check 


to the receipt of preſents, or might have 
produced a more effectual concealment of 


them; and, afterwards, the calamities which 
befel almoſt all who were concerned in the 
firſt diſcoveries, did probably prevent any 
further complaint upon the ſubject: but to- 


wards the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, your com- 


mittee have received much of new and alarm- 
ing information ene that abuſe. 3 


- The firſt traces appeared, hae N 
and obſcurely, in a letter to the court of di- 
rectors, from the governor general, Mr. Haſ- 


tings, written on the 29th of November, 1780. 


It has been ſtated in a former report of your 
committee, That on the 26th of June, 1780, 


6 
— —ͤ õx — —— 4 —ͤ m — i 
. — 


| FA tu 

Mr. Haſtings being very earneſt in the pr6s 
ſecution of a particular operation in the 
Maracta war, in order to remove objections 
to that meaſure, which were made on ac 
count of the expence of the contingencies, 
he offered to exonerate the company from 
that © charge.” Continuing his minute of 
council, he ſays : © That ſum (a ſum of 
te about 23,0000.) I have already depoſited, 
© within a ſmall amount, in the hands of the | 
te ſub-treaſurers; and I beg that the board 
er will permit it to be accepted for that ſer- 
cc vice.“ Here he offers in his on perſon; 
he depoſits, or pretends that he depoſits, in 


his own perſon; and, with the zeal of a man 


eager to pledge his private fortune in ſupport 
of his meaſures, he prays that his offer may 
be accepted. Not the leaſt hint that he was 
delivering back to the company, money of 
their own, which he had ſecreted from them. 
Indeed no man ever made it a requeſt, much 
leſs earneſtly intreated, © begged to be per- 
te mitted,” to pay to any perſons, public or 
F money that was their own. 2 
It appeared to your commitine,. that the 
money offered for that ſervice, Which was to 
forward | 


nk 


forward ahi operations of a. detachment uns 
der colonel Camae, in an expedition againſt 
one of the Maratta chiefs, was not accepted, 
And your committee, having directed ſearch 
to be made for any ſums of money d into 
the treaſury by Mr. Haſtings for this ſervice, 


found that, notwithſtanding his aſſertion of 
having depoſited © two lacks of rupees, or 


© within a trifle of that ſum, in the hands of 


te the ſub-treaſurer,” no entry whatſoever of 


that, or any other payment by the governor 
general, was made in the treaſury accounts, 


at or about that time. This circumſtance 


appeared very ſtriking to your committee, as 


the non· appearance in the company's books 


of the article in queſtion, muſt be owing to 
one or other of theſe four cauſes: that the 
aſſertion of Mr. Haſtings, of his having paid 
in near two lacks of rupees, at that time, was 
not true; or that the ſub-treaſurer may re- 


ceive great ſums in depoſit, without entering 


them in the company's treaſury accounts; or 


tat the treaſury books themſelves are re- 
Cords not to be depended on; or, laſtly, 
that faithful copies of theſe books of ac- 


counts are not tranſmitted to Europe. The 


Geer of an __ ee with Mr. 


Haſtings's 
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| Haſtings's declaration in council, can be at- 
ll tributed only to one of theſe four cauſes ; 5 
of which the want of foundation in his re- 
corded aſſertions, though v vey blameable, i 's 
the leaſt e 2 N 


On the me of November + boah Mr. 
Haſtings communicated to the court of di- 
rectors ſome ſort of notice of this tranſac- 
tion. In his letter of that date he varies, in 
no ſmall degree, the aſpect under which the 
buſineſs appeared in his minute of conſulta- 
tion of the 26th of June. In his letter he 
ſays to the directors, The ſubject is no, 
cc become obſolete; the fair hopes which I 
e had built upon the proſecution of the Ma- 
« ratta war have been blaſted by the dread- 
ce ful calamities which have befallen your 
« preſidency of Fort Saint George; and 
| c changed the object of our purſuit, from 
i ce the nome any your power to its 
« preſervation.” After thus confeſſing, or 
rather boaſting, of his motives to the Maratta 
war, he proceeds: My preſent reaſon for 
reverting to my own conduct, on the oc- 
: x « caſion which J have mentioned,” (namely, 
his offering a ſum of money for the compa- 
Ty” $ 
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ay 's ſervice,) ce is to obviate the falſe conclu- 
% ſions, or purpoſed miſrepreſentations, which 


c may be made of it, either as an artifice of 


cc oftentation, or the effect of corrupt influence, 
* by aſſuring you, that the money, by what- 


ce ever means it came into my poſſeſſion, was not 


« my own ; that I had myſelf. 0 right to it, 


« nor would or could have received it, but 


« for the occaſion which prompted me to 


ce ayail myſelf of the accidental means which, 


< were at that inſtant afforded me, of ac- 


4 cepting and converting it to the property. 


c and uſe of the company: and with this 
* brief apology I ſhall diſmiſs the ſubject.” 


The apology is brief indeed, conſidering: 
the nature of the tranſaction ; and, what 1s 
more material than its length or its ſhort- 


neſs, is in all points unſarisfaftory. The 
matter becomes, if poſſible, more obſcure by 


his explanation, Here was money received 


by Mr. Haſtings, which, according to his owu 
judgment, he had no right to receive: it was 


money which, (but for the occaſion that 


48 prompted him) he could not have ac-. 


cepted :” it was money which came into his, 
and. from his 3 into dhe company s hands, by, 
B ways 


\ 


ond 


9 
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Ways he means undeſcribed, n, per⸗ | 
ſons unnamed; yet, though apprehenſive of 


falſe concluſions, and purpoſed miſrepreſen- 


: tations, he gives his employers no inſight 


whatſoever into a matter which, of all others, 
ſtood in the gon: yeed of a full an d clear 
ent worn 9 2 5 - 


y * 
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* Although h he chuſes to omit Pn edel 
point, he expreſſes the moſt anxious ſolicitude 


to clear himſelf of the charges that might be 


made againſt him, of the artifices of oſtenta- 


tion, and of corrupt influence. To diſcover, 
if poſſible, the ground for apprehending ſuch 


imputations, your committee adverted to the a 
eircumſtances in which he ſtood at the time: 


they found that this letter was diſpatched 
about the time that Mr. Francis took his paſ- 
ſage for England; his fear of miſrepreſenta- 


tion may therefore allude to ſomething which 
paſſed in conyerſation between him and that . 


- «ap at the time the on Was made, 


wh was not W_ on his mere "wa of hi 
offer, to give an ill turn to it. The act, 
as it ſtands on the minute, is not only diſin- 
tereſted, but . , and 3 


« PA 


5 a 
479 8 Con. pre: | 
tion from Mr. Francis,.or from. any ohr 
perſon, your committee conceive that he did 
not employ proper means for defeating the 
ill deſigns of his adverſaries. On the con. 
trary, the courſe he has taken, in his letter to 
the court of directors, is calculated to ex- 
eite doubts and ſuſpicions in minds the moſt 
favourably diſpoſed to him; Some degree of 
_ oftentation is not extremely blameable, at a 
time when a man advances largely from his 
private fortune towards the public ſervice. 
It is human infirmity at the -worſt, and only 
detracts ſomething from the luſtre of an ac- 
tion in itſelf meritorious: The kind of oſten- 
tation which is criminal, and criminal only 
becauſe it is fraudulent, is where a perſon 
makes a ſhew of giving, when in reality he 
does not give. This impoſition is criminal 
more or leſs, according to the circumſtances, 
But if the money received tO furniſh : ſuch a 
pretended gift, is taken from any third per- 
ſon, without right to take it, a new guilt, 
and guilt of a much worſe quality and de- 
ſeription, is incurred. The governor general, 
in order to keep clear of oſtentation, on the 
agt or 8 1780, declares, That the 
4210 * ſunm 


fin bey which he ELF on * . 


of the preceding June as his 1 not 


The ocher object. of this brief 8 
was to clear himſelf of corrupt influence. - Of 
all oſtentation he ſtands completely acquitted 
in the month of N ovember, however he 
might have been faulty in that reſpect in the 
month of June: but, with regard to the 
other part of the apprehended charge, name- 
ty, corrupt influence, he gives no ſatisfactory 
ſolution a great ſum of money * not his 
c gown” money to which © he had no right” 
money which came into his poſſeſſion © by 
ec whatever means: if this be not money 
obtained by corrupt influence, or by ſome- 
ching worſe, that is, by violence or terror, it 
will be difficult to fix upon circumſtances 
which can furniſh a preſumption of unjuſti- 
| flable uſe of power and influence in the ac- 
quiſition of profit. The laſt part of the 
apology, that he had converted this money 


this own, and that he had no right to it. 
Clearing himſelf of vanity, he convitts him. 
| felf * and * W . e 


Y * - 


(© which he had no right to receive”) to 


mittee 


+ a * uſe we far” as your com- 


't&2 


mittee can diſcover): does no where appear, 
He ſpeaks, in the minute of the 26th of 
June, as having then actually depoſited it 
for the company's ſervice. In the letter of 
November, he ſays, that he converted it to the 
company's property: but there is no trace, 
in the company's books, of its being ever 
brought to their credit in the expenditure for 


any ſpecific ſervice, even if any ſuch entry 
and expenditure could juſtify him in taking 


money which he had, * his own n | 
ne e to receive. 


15 TD bo 1 appear to 118 hoon: al 
; e by this repreſentation; and, in their 
letter of January, 1782, conſider the money 


as actually paid into their treaſury. Even - 
under their error, concerning the application 


of the money, they appear rather alarmed 
than ſatisfied, with the brief apology of the 
governor general. They conſider the whole 
proceeding as extraordinary and myſterious. 
1 however, do not condemn it with any 
remarkable aſperity: after admitting, that he 


might be induced to a temporary ſecrecy, 


reſpecting the members of the board, from a 
fear of their reſiſting the propoſed applica- 


oo tion, or” ny: application of this money, to 
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the company's . yet they write to the go: 


vernor general and council as follows: It 
ce does not appear to us, that there could be 


e any real neceſſity for delaying to commu- 
& nicate to #s immediate information of the 


<« channel by which the money came into Mr. 


Haſtings's poſſeſſion, with a complete illu- 


« ſtration of the cauſe An of ſo extra- 


93 ordinary an event.“ And again: The 
ec means propoſed of defraping the extra 


c expences, are very extraordinary; and the 


c money, we conceive, mult have come into 
ec his hands by an unuſual channel; and when 


“more complete information comes befbre 


er us, we ſhall give our ſentiments fully on 
« the tranſaction. And, ſpeaking of this 


and other monies under a fimilar deſcription; 
they fay : We ſhall ſuſpend our judgment, 


_ « without approving; it in the leaſt degree, 
* or proceeding to cenſure our governor 


e general for this tranſaction.” The -ex< - 
pectations entertained by the directors of a 


more complete explanation, were natural, 


and their expreſſion tender and temperate. 
But the more complete information which 
they naturally expected, Oy never have 1 


tits oy Received,” | 


- Tg 1 

Mee. Haſtings wrote two more letters to the 
3 committee of the court of directors, in 
which he mentions this tranſaction. The firſt 
dated (as he aſſerts, and a Mr. Larkins ſwears) 
1 the 22d of May 1782; the laſt, which 
DmPe ied it, ſo late as the 16th. of De- 
| cember i in the ſame year. Though ſo long an 
interval lay between the tranſaction of the 
' 26th of June 1780, and the middle of De- 
cember 1782 (upwards of two years), no fur- 


ther ſatisfaction is given. He has written, 


ſince the receipt of the above letter of the 


court of directors (which demanded, what 


they had a right to demand, a clear explana- 
tion of che particulars of this ſum of money, 


which he had no right to receive), without 


; giving them any further ſatisfaction. Inſtead 
of explanation or apology, he aſſumes a tone 
of complaint and reproach to the directors 
| He lays before them a kind of an account of 
Preſents received, to the amount of upwards 


5 of 200, oool. ſome at a conſiderable diſtance 


of time, and which had not been hitherto 
eme to * company. 
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1 16 2 
time appeared, he e fnall ſolici- 
tude to clear himſelf from the imputation of 


Kabing theſe diſcoveries drawn from him by 


the terrors of the parliamentary enquiries then 
on foot. To remove all-ſuſpicion of ſuch a 


motive for making : theſe diſcoveries, Mr. 
_ Larkins ſwears, in an affidavit made before 
Mr. Juſtice Hyde, bearing even date with the 
letter which accompanies the account, that is, 
of the 16th of December 1782, that this let- 


ter had been written by him on the 22d of 


May, ſeyeral manthg before it was diſpatched. 
It appears that Mr. Larkins, who makes this 
voluntary affida, r, is neither ſecretary to the 
board, nor Mr. Haſtings's private 8 

but an officer of the treaſury of Rog: 


= Mr. Linas was e thas a an 
would inevitably ariſe, How he came to delay. 
the ſending intelligence of ſo very intereſting 
a nature from May to December? He there. 
fore thinks it neceſſary to account for fo ſuſpi- | 
cious a circumſtance. He tells the directors, 


e that the diſpatch of the Lively having been 
__ © protracted from time to time, the accom- 
ee panying addreſs, which was originally de- 


« 18 9 and (prepared 4 for that. en and 
| cc E 
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The governor general's letter is dated the 
__ nad May, and the Refolution was the laſt ſhip 
| of ch dae ade or Earp The 
3 May's bor ir af PE: ae, by the lener of the 


EKecjeree, until the ee 

the pilot was not diſcharę e os " thin 
until the 11th June. Some of theſe: proſeces | 
(now for the: firſt time acknowledged 
been received eiglaeen month em 
date of his letter none leſs than four months; 
ſo that, in fact, he might have ſent this ac- 
count by all the ſhips of that ſeaſon: but the 
governor general choſe to write this letter 
thirteen days alter the detennination in ooun- 


enn, 


ee chat he has givenany 
communication whatſoever, to mn | 
in office, of thoſe extraordinary tranſ⸗ X 
Nothing-appears on the records of this a coun= 


nnn ach nor is the 
"dt tranſmiſſion 
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: tranſmiſhon 4 this account 12 in the | 
general letter to the court of directors, but in 
a letter from himſelf to their ſecret committee, 


conſiſting. generally of two perſons, but at 


. moſt of three. It is to be obſerved, that the 
governor general ſtates, -< That the diſpatch 
c of the Lively had been protrafted from time 
c to time: that this delay was of no public 
* conſequence; but that it produced a ſitua- 
L tion which, with reſpect to himſelf, he re- 
desc garded as unfortunate, becauſe it expoſe 
tc him to the meaneſt imputations, from the 
- xe occaſion which the late parliamentary en- 
. quiries have ſince furniſned; but which 
"6h ware: OT when. his letter was writ- 
ec ten.“ If the governor general thought his 


filence 4 him to the meaneſt imputations, 


dae had the means in his own power of ayoid- 


ing thoſe imputations: he might have ſent 


this letter, dated the 22d May, by the Reſv-- 


lution. For we find; that in a letter from cap- 


tain Poynting, of the 26th May, he ſtates it 
not poſſible for him to proceed to ſea with 
the ſmalleſt degree of ſafety, without a ſupply; 
of anchors and cables; and moſt earneſtly re- 

queſts they may be ſupplied from Calcutta: 
and, on the 28th May, we find a minute 


a . b | £ * 
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Boe Mr. Auriol, 


7 requeſting an order of council to the maſter 
attendant, to furniſh a ſloop to carry down 


| thoſe cables ; which order was accordingly 
iſſued on the 3oth May. There requires no 


bother proof, to ſhew that the governor gene- 
ral had the means of ſending this letter ſeven 


days after he wrote it, inſtead of delaying it 
for near ſeven months; and becauſe no con- 
veyance had offered. Your committee muſt 
alſo remark, That the conveyance by land to 
Madras was certain; and, whilſt ſuch import= 
ant operations were carrying on both by ſea 
and land upon the coaſt, that diſpatches would 
be ſent to the Admiralty, or to the company; WH 
was a ee, 1 : 


A abe abe der 
. in the liſt of packet ſent by the Reſolution, 


the governor general would have eſtabliſhed, 


in a ſatisfactory manner, and far beyond the 
effect of any affidavit, that the letter had been 
ritten at the time of the date. It appears, 
chat the Reſolution, being on her voyage to 
: England, met with ſo ſevere a gale of wind, as. 
to be obliged to put back to Bengal, and to 
5 1 cargo. — This event makes no dif- 
a C2 .  _ ferene© 
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ference in e anſaction . 
ever the cauſe of theſe new 3 = 
have been, at the time of ſending them the 
iamentary re was Ow 


In the letter of the above . Mr. Haſ 
tings laments the mortification of being re». 
duced to take precautions * to guard his 
c reputation from diſhonour.' The If I had 
ce (ſays he) at any time poſſeſſed that degree of 
« confidence from my immediate employers, 
ce which they have never withheld: from the 
& meaneſt of my predeceſſors, I ſhould. hang 
* a ee to uſe thele alone. : 


3 


= 
| Who the 1 of Mr. Haſtings 8 — 5 
cefſors were, does not appear to your com- 
mittee; nor are they able to diſcern the 
ground of propriety or decency, for his aſ- 
ſuming to himſelf a right to call any of them - 

mean perſons. But if ſuch mean perſons 
have poſſeſſed that degree of confidence from 
his immediate employers, which for ſo WARE 
years he had not poſſeſſed © af any time, in- 
e muſt be drawn from thence very un. 
me to one or che aller of the parties, 


ublic'; the only attention at all. effactual 


2 atoning for, the guilt of having taken n 


from individuals illegally, was to be full ang} : 


of. no e 110 5 his employers, or 
ö towards extenuating, or in ſome degree 


een een bee ene ” 2 


his offence, This 


ſtill the company and the nation 


" eſſential benefit from it: the W x 


might be able to afford redreſs: to the ſuf- 


ferers; and by his laying open the concealed 
channels of abuſe, means might be furniſned 
for the better diſcovery, and poſſibly. for the 


prevention, or, at leaſt for the reſtraint, of a 
practice of the moſt dangerous nature; a, 
Practice, of which the mere prohibition, 
without the means of. detection, muſt ever 


Four committee, conſidering that ſo long bes 


a time had elapſed without any of that in- 
formation which the directors expected, and 
en e thi: . of ſums of mo- 
| ney, 


-NO that Con- 
15 beenee: which ar no time he: bers ede 


— 


t 1 


ny, under colour of gift, ſeemed a grow- 
ing evil, ordered the attendance of Mr. Haſ- 

: tings' s agent, major Scott, T hey had found, 

on former occaſions, that this gentleman was 
| furniſhed with much more early, and more 
complete intelligence of the company's affairs 


in India, than was thought proper for the 


court of directors; they therefore examined 
him concerning every particular ſum of 
money, the receipt of which Mr. Haſtings 
had confeſſed in his account. It was to their 
ſurprize that Mr. Scott profeſſed himſelf per- 
fectly uninſtrufted upon almoſt every part 


of the ſubject, though the expreſs object of 


his miſſion to England was to clear up ſuch 
matters as might be objected to Mr. Haſtings; 
and for that purpoſe he had early qualified 
| himſelf, by the production to your committee 
of his powers of agency. The ignorance in 
which Mr. Haſtings has left his agent was 
the more ſtriking, becauſe he muſt have 


been morally certain, that, if his conduct in 


_ theſe points ſhould have eſcaped animadver- 
ſion from the court of directors, it muſt be- 
come an object of parliamentary enquiry z TY 
for in his letter of the 1 5th of December, 
| 1782, to the court of directors, he expreſsly 
| mentions | 


| mentions his 1 en aha 
_ enquiries might be thought to have warf 
i . hien the ne which he had made 


"IDF 


| '% e committee, eee anion on 
a more ſtrict examination concerning the two 
lacks of rupees which Mr. Haſtings declares 
he had no right to take, but had taken, from 
ſome perſon then unknown, major Scott Fe 
collected, that Mr. Haſtings had, in a letter 
of the 7th of December, 1782 (in which he 
refers to ſome former letter), acquainted him 
with the name of the perſon from whom he 
| had received theſe two lacks of rupees, men- 
tioned in the minute of June 1780 - t 2 
. unfor- 
 tunate.Cheyt ns. 


= _ In the fingle inftance in which Mr. Scot 
ed to poſſeſs intelligence in this matter, 


ws 


| he is preferred to the court of directors. Under 
their cenſure, as Mr. Haſtings was, and as 
he felt himſelf to be, for not informing them 
of the channel in which he received that mo- 
ney, he perſeveres obſtinately and contemptu- 
_ ouſly to conceal it from them; though Y 
ao TE >» mm. 
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Four committee were en Aruck i 
png args e 1 | 


—— a 


x kam rhe rajah | 


gift received by ur- Halt 


| of Bemres gave rice, in their miluls/-10-ſeri- 


noftht princes 


2 Britiſh authority: 
Mr. Haäſtings Wa, at the very time of his re · 


ceiving.”this- giſt, in the courſe of making, 


on the raqah of Benaret, a ſeries of demands, 


unfounded: and unjuſtifiable; and conſtantly 
growing in proportion as they were fühmitted 


to. To theſe demands the rajah of Benares, 
beſides his objections in point of right. con- 
ſtantly ſet up a plea of poverty. Preſents 


from perſons who hold up Poverty as 4 
ſhield againſt extortion, can ſcarely, in any 


caſe, be conſidered: as gratuitous, Whether 
the plea of poverty be true or falſe,” In this 


caſe, the preſents mighit have been b 


| If not with an nnn, a ek vim a r. 


3 | 


4 


preſſive requiſitions that were made by Mr. 
Haſtings: for, to 'give much voluntarily, 


when it is known that much will be taken 


away forcibly, is a thing abſurd and impoſ- 
ſible. On the other hand, the acceptance of 

that gift by Mr. Haſtings muſt have pledged 
a tacit faith for ſome degree of indulgence 
towards the donor: if it was a free giſt, gra- 

tttude, if it was a bargain, juſtice obliged 


© him to it. If, on the other hand, Mr. Haf- 


tings originally deſtined (as hesſays he did) 
this money, given to himſelf ſecretly and for 
his private emolument, to the uſe of the 
company, the company's favour, to whom 

he acted as truſtee, ought to have been 
_ purchaſed by it. In honour and juſtice, he 


7 5 bound and pledged himſelf for that power 


Which was to profit by the gift, and to pro- 
' fit too in the ſucceſs of an expedition which 
.. Haſtings thought ſo neceſſary to their 
aggrandiſement. The unhappy man found 


his money accepted, but no favour acquired, 
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- Your committee have, in n 


' ed to the houſe, That Mr. Haſtings at- 
tributed the extremity of diſtreſs which the 


detachments under colonel Camac had. ſuf- 
fered, and the great deſertions which enſued 


on that Re An to 25 "ow of ponGualts ; 
| os the is hah had . mend from 


him; and this want of punctual payment 
was afterwards aſſigned as a principal. nnn 


for the ruin of this prince. Your. com 


tee have ſhewn to the houſe, by a compariſon 
of facts and dates, that this ns is wholly 


| without foundation. But if the cauſe of co- 
lonel Camac's failure had been true, as to the 


ſum which was the object of the public de- 


mand, the failure could not be attributed ta 
che rajah, when he had on the 1 
vately furniſhed at - leaſt 23, ooo. to Mr, 
Haſtings ; that is, furniſhed the identical 
money, which he tells us (but carefully con- 


tant pri- 


cealing the name of the giver) he had from 


the beginning deſtined, as he afterwards pub- 


licly offered, for this very expedition of 
colonel Camac' s. The complication of fraud 


| __ TEN in wy" N admits of few 


3 


ls. Mr. Haſtings, at the council board 


e diſplays himſelf as a zealous ſer- 
vant of the company, bountifully. giving 


from lis own fortune; and in his letter to the 
) as going out of 


8 irecto Us (as he ſays hi | Ak 
the ordinary, roads for their, advantage; and 


all chis on the credit of ſupplies, derived from 
the giſt of a man, whom he treats with the 


_ utmoſt ſeverity, and whom he accuſes, in this 

particular, of diſaffection to s con n 
Nn eee n ab! 

SY nnn bn „ At; 

Wich ated of the e money in 

his pocket, he perſecutes him to his deſtrue- 


tion; aſſigning ſor a reaſon, that his reliance 


on the rajah's faith, and his breach of it, 

were tlie principal cauſes that zo other provi- 
ion was made for the detachment, on the 
ſpecific expedition to which the rajah's ſpe- 
cific money was to be applied: the rajah 


\ 


had given it to be diſpoſed of by Mr. Ha. 


a tings; and if it was not diſpoſed of in the beſt 


manner for the accompliſhing his objects, 5 


we accuſer himſelf is the eriminal, 


„0 money ind n of « 


den demand, would have been corrupt. 
8 * N but 
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but to urge unjuſt public demands; to ac- 
cept private pecuniary favours in the 'counſe 
of thoſe demands; and, on the pretence of 
delay or refuſal, without mercy to perſecute a 
is | : begnefactor; to refuſe to hear his remonſtran= 
— 14 ces; to arreſt him in his capital, in his pa- 
— 1 use, in the face of all the people ;---thus to 
7 | give occaſion to an inſurrection, and; on pre- | 
text of that inſurrection, to refuſe all treaty 
or explanation; to drive him mene een. 200 
vernment and his country; to proſeribe him 
in a general amneſty; and to fend him all 
over India, a fugitive to publiſh the ſhame 
of Britiſh government in all the nations tb 
whom he ſucceſſively fled for refuge ;---theſe 
are proceedings to which, for the honour of 
human nature, it is hoped” few parallels are 
to be found in hiſtory; and in which the il- 
legality and corruption of che acts n the 
Nr n * the eee n 60A 
Such is Mia account wat the firſt 9 con hk 
feed to be taken as a preſent by Mr. Haſ- 
tings, ſince the year 1775; and ſuch are its 
conſequences. Mr. Haſtings apologizes for 
this action, by declaring, that he would nor 
"8 have received che oy" but for the occafion 
7" wch- | 
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1 25 ry 3 
. TEE 2: as. him 10 ng himſelf of 
cc the accidental means which were at that 
e inſtant afforded him, of accepting and con- 
_ << verting it to the uſe of the company.” B 
this account he conſiders the act as excuſ—- 
able only by the particular occaſion, by the 
temptation of accidental means, and by the 
ſuggeſtion of the inſtant. How far this is the 
caſe, appears by the very next paragragh of 
this letter, in which the account is given, 
and in which the apology is made. If theſe 
were his ſentiments in June, 1780, they laſted 
but a very ſhort time: his en. means 
; Woes to be rg e Spry 
ior 8 out in a Tb $98 manner. hn ſpiric 
of the ſecond money tranſaction to which 
your committee adverted, which is repre- 
ſented by Mr. Haſtings: as having ſome 
cc affinity with the former anecdote,” (for in 
this light kind of phraſe: he chuſes to expreſs 
himſelf to his maſters) your committee think 
it neceſſary to ſtate . to the houſe, that the 
buſineſs, namely, this buſineſs, which was the 
ſecond object of their enquiry, appears in 
ghts: on comparing of theſe authorities, in 
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| ms two n inn be 5 


wu November 1780: thirdly, 5 his account, 


1 a 3⁰ 1 
every one of which Mr. Haltings, is Mintel 
the voucher, if one of the three be * 


1 84 774 
4 21 


Theſe direc antheritkes) en en 


mittee has PEA SA THR are; firſt, his 


minutes on the. conſultations: ſecondly, his 
irt of directors, on the 29th 


eee on die W eg e ae 


. 


neee ahi widths fuer the Wien- 
tion relative to Cheyt Sing; and which is juſt 


reported, that is, on the th of January 


1781, Mr. Haſtings produced a demand to 
the council for money of his own, expended 


for the company's ſervice. Here was no oc- 


caſion for ſecrecy. Mr. Francis was on his 


paſſage to Europe; Mr. Wheler was alone 
left, who no longer diſſented from any thing: 
4 Mr. Haſtings was in effect himſelf the whole ; 


Council. He declared, that be had-diſburſed 


three lacks of rupees, that is, thirty-four | 
thouſand five hundred pounds, in ſecret fer- 
vices; which having (he ſays) © been ad- 
'vanced from my own private caſb, I requeſt 
4 _ the ſame _ be repaid: to me in the 


following 


ink So 3 for a wack of N eee 
cach, to be given to him in two of the com- 


pany's ſubſcriptions; one to bear intereſt on 


the 8 per cent. loan, the other two in the 4 
per cent. The bonds were ante-dated ke 
en of the . Oftobere | 


e gth 4 fine md ha — 
the: gth of January 1781,: the three bonds 
were accordingly” ordered: ſo far the whole 
tranſaction appears clear, and of a piece. 


Private money is ſubſcribed, and a public 


ſecurity is taken for it. When the companys 
treaſury accounts are compared with the pro- 
ceedings of their council general, a perfect 
correſpondence. alſo appears. The three 
bonds are then entered to Mr. Haſtings, and 
he is credited for principal and intereſt on 
them, in the exact terms of the order. So 
far the official accounts; which, becauſe of 
their perfect harmony, are conſidered as clear 
Io denen ergehen id one Oy of os 


The ſecond fas of of ls al to 
theſe bonds (though the firſt in order of 
ay * Nr. * 8 letter of the agth of 

| en, 
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more ſtriking, becauſe Mr. Haſtings elai | 
the whole money as his own, and took bonds | 


131 
November 955675 It is written 
time of the expenditure of the money for the 
company's uſe, and the taking of the bonds. 
Here, for the firſt time, a very material dif- 
ference appears ; and the difference is the 15 


for it as ſuch, after this repreſentation. The 
letter to the company diſcovers, that part of 


the money (the whole of which he had de- 


elared on reeord to be his own, and for which 
he had taken bonds) was not his, but the 
property of his maſters, from whom he had 


taken the ſecurity. It is no leſs remarkable, 


that the letter, | which repreſents the mo ney 


as belonging to the company, was written 


about ſix weeks before the minute of council, 


in which he claims that money as his own. 


It is this letter on which Your committee 18 
to 0 pn FEES 5 wh 


* 


Mr. Haſtings, after. giving his reaſons for 
the application of the three lacks of rupees, 


and for his having for ſome time concealed the 


fact, ſays: © Two 'Thirds of that ſum I have : 
ce raiſed by my 0wn credit, and ſhall charge it 


0 in . official account; the Wy Third 1 


* have 


- * | 


766 


| © have ſupplied from the 8 ian wy. hands 

* belonging a the honourable company.” 
5 The hauls mill obſerve, as 13 
| bers he tells the directors, that he. ſhall 
charge only. 7 7% E birds :i in 1 official ac 


counts: in the following anuary he charges 


the V. hole. For the other Third (although he 


9 admitted chat to belong to, the company) we 


boy ken l he N 4 bond to h. of 


15 . 27 145 > ow > Fa " = 85 
25 


I is. . 3 he tells the company, 
in his letter, that theſe. two, lacks of rupees 


were raiſed on his credit. _His letter. to the 


council ſays, that they were advanced from, 


his Private caſb. What he raiſes on. his credit. 
may, on a fair conſtruction, be conſidered as, 


his own: but in this; too he fails; ſor it 1s 


certain he has never - transferred theſe bonds, 


to any creditor ; nor has he ſtated any. ſum: 


be has paid, or for which he. ſtands indebted, 


on that account, to any ſpecific perſon. . In- 
deed, it was out of his power; for the firſt 


eite to have been from the. beginning 


not 


— 


and therefore . ; 


— 


5 ; two thirds. of the money, which: he: formerly. 
ſtated as raiſed upon his credit, he now con- 


tur. 


Y ens om ao pro whatlvever.” „ I 


” 3. e tha ewe" dil I effentially 
- varying, he has added a third, varying at leaſt 
2s eſſentially from both. In his laſt, or third 
* account, which is a ſtatement of all the furs  - 
7: he has received in an extraordinary manner, 
and confeſſed to be the company's property, 
1 he reverſes the items of his firſt account; i 
„ 5 and, inſtead of allowing the company but one 
3 ird, and claiming two thirds for himſelf, 
he enters two of the bonds, each for a Jack 
of rupees, as belonging to the company: 
of the third bond, which appears ſo diſtinctiy 
in the conſultations, and in the treaſury ac- 
counts, not one word is ſaid ten thouſand 
pounds is abſorbed, ſinks, and diſappears at 
once; and no explanation whatſoever con- 
5 cerning it is given : Mr. Haſtings ſeems not 
yet to have decided to whoſe account it ought 
to be placed. In this manner his debt to the 
company, or the company's to him, is juſt 
What he thinks fit. In a ſingle article he has 
varied three times. In one account he ſtates 
the whole to be his own; in another he 
yer t in the laſt he _ up. 
| che 


* 


WA 


So 1 35 1 
de 


bo To ws amenda,' e for the Fr 1 

preſſion of this third bond, given with the 
two others in January 1781, and ante-dated 
to the beginning of October, Mr. Haſtings, 
in the above-mentioned general account, ſub- 
_ Joined to his letter of the 22d May 1782, has 


| brought co the company's credit a new bond. ; 


| This boad is for 8 EE 
from the company (and ſo it appearg on their 


5 treaſury accounts) on the 23d of November 


1780. He took no notice of this when, in 
January following, he called upon his own 
Sni for the eee What is more 

extraordinary, he was equally ſilent with re- 
Boron to it when, only ſix days after its date, 


be wrote, concerning the ſubject of the three 


bother bonds, to the court of directors: yet 

now it comes out, that that bond alſo was 
taken by Mr. Haſtings from the company, 

ſor money which he declares he had received 


on the company's account; and that he en- 


tered himſelf as creditor, when he e © 
u . 


e Las " 4 0 
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bur committee examined umjör Scott 


concerning this money, which Mr. Haſtings 
muſt have obtained in ſome. clandeſtine and 


irregular mode; but they could obtain no 
information of the perſons from whom it was 
taken, nor of the occaſion or pretence of 
taking this large ſum; nor does any minute of 


| council appear for its application to any ſer= _ 
vice. The whole of the tranſaction (what- 5 


ever it was) relative to this bond, is covered 


WR: the LEN OT - 


NM. Haſtings, to e th blame &f his be 


conduct, declares, that he has not received 
any intereſt on theſe bonds; and that he has 
indorſed them as not belonging to himſelf, 
but to the company. As to the firſt part of 


this allegation, whether he received the in- 
tereſt, or let it remain in arrear, is a matter of 
indifference, as he entitled himſelf to it; and, 
ſo far as the legal ſecurity he has taken goes, 


he may, whenever he pleaſes, diſpoſe both of 


principal and intereſt. What he has indorſed 
on the bonds, or when he made the indorſe- 
ment, or whether in fa& he has made it at all, 
are matters known only to himſelf: for the 
bonds muſt be in his poſſeſſion, and are no 

EET . where 


where by him ſtated to be given up or can- 
celled ; which is a thing very remarkable, 
when he confeſſes ond 2 had no CO to re- 
ceive e them. „ 6 | 
| T heſe rw hh hu 4 paſt of the Py 
count of private receipts of money by Mr. 
Haſtings, formerly paid into the treaſury as 
his own property, and now allowed not to be 
ſo. This account brings into view other very 
remarkable matters . a . nature 8 
e e 
8 In the public records, a ſum of not leſs than 
23,87 11. is ſet to his credit as a depoſit for his 
private account, paid in by him into the 
treaſury in gold, and coined at the company's 
mint. This appears, in the account furniſhed 


A to the directors, under the date of May 1782, 
not to be lawfully his money, and he there- 


fore transfers it to the company's . 
25 my remains as a . 


| That the jeans may be 1 of this na- 
ture of this article of depoſit, it may not be 


eg improper to ſtate, that the company receive 


| into their VE caſh of Oe perſons, 
IO N . 


5 xt 8 TY Es 
[6 l On this no in- 
tereſt is paid, and the party depoſiting has a 
right to receive it upon demand. Under this 
head of account, no public money is ever en- 
tered. Mr. Haſtings, neither at making the 
depoſit as his own, nor at the time of his diſ- 
cloſure of the real proprietor (which he makes 
to be the company) „ has given any informa- 
tion of the perſons from whom this money 
had been received. Mr. Scott was applied to 
by your committee, but could not give any 

more ſatisfaction in this particular than in 
- thoſe . to me. bonds. | 


The title of Fe account of the gt of {May 
purports, not only that thoſe ſums were paid 
into the company's treaſury by Mr. Haſtings's 

order, but that they were applied to the com- 
pany's ſervice. No ſervice is ſpecified, di- 
rectly or by any reference, to which this great 
ſum of n has been opplcd.. : 


Two tenant articles follow this, in 
the May account, amounting to about 29, oo. 

Theſe articles are called receipts for Durbar 
charges. The general head of Durbar charges, 


made by perſons i in office, when 1 - a 


K 


particu * ide bb expenc | 
l aba bounties and preſents made by 805 | 

vernment, chiefly in the foreign department: 
0 but i in the_laſt account he confeſſes that this 
um alſo i not © his, bur the company's Pro- 
perty; but, as in al? the reſt, ſo in this, he 
_ carefully conceals the mean by which he ac- 

quired the money, the time of his taking it, 


and the perſons from whom it was taken. 


This is the more extraordinary, becauſe, in 


5 booking over the journals and ledgers of the 

treaſury, the preſents received, and carried to 

| the account of the company (which were ge= 

nerally ſmall and complimental), were pre- 
5 coy" Wang with the are ve the Ove. 


EY 


5 Ir comin on en to the account 
of Durbar charges, in the ledger of that 


month, find the ſum, as ſtated in the account 


of 85 22d, to be indeed paid in; but there is 
Pein eee ! entered. 


Trl-he account of the whale! money thus clan- 
deſtinely received, as ſtated on the 22d of 


May 1782, (and for a great part of which 


Mr. Haſtings to that time took credit for, and 


g 
1 


— — ä — —„— * 


25 it would EP been i in other e 


1 8 8 the "EY to 


upwards of ninety-three thouſand: pounds 


I; ſterling. . A vaſt ſum to be ſo obtained, and 
ſo looſely accounted for !---if the money taken 


from the Tajah . of Benares be added (as it 
ought), it will raiſe the ſym to upwards, of 
116, oo0l: if the XI, 6ool. bond in October 


be added, it will be upwards of 128,0007. re- 
ceived in a ſecret manner by Mr. Haſtings, 
in about one year and five months. . To; alk 


theſe he adds another ſum of one hundred 
thouſand pounds, receive as a preſent. from 


the ſoubah off Oude. | Total e of 


| WS 


Lo Th $5 e ae eee 
Tha committee find, that this laſt is the 


only ſum, the giver of which Mr., Haſtings 
has thought proper to declare. It is to be 
obſerved, that he did not receive this 1 00,0007. | 


in money, but in bills on a great native 
money- dealer reſident at Benares, and WhO 
has alſo an houſe at Calcutta; he is called 


Gopal Dis. The negotiation of theſe bills 


tended to make a diſcovery not ſo es ; 


nn 4¹ * 
With in to the application of. this laſt 
6-5 1 of money, which is ſaid to be carried to 
the durbar charges of April 1782, your com- 

Fe mittee are not enabled to make any Gbr 
tions on it, as the e e 


not n e Ip 


* 5 
{3 | he Fit: is wy 2 


e „We e ede in another report, 


. remarked fully upon moſt of the circum- 


ſtances again into view, as may ſerve to throw - 
light upon the true nature of the ſums of 


money taken by Britiſn ſubjects in power, 
under the name of preſents; and to-ſhew how | 


far they are entitled to that deſcription, in 


| any ſenſe which can fairly imply, in the pre- 


tended donors, either willingneſs or ability 
to give. The condition of the bountiful 
; E ne are not yet diſcovered, may be 
jectured from the ſtate of thoſe who have 


been made Known: as far as that Kato! Any. 


Wꝛhere appears, their generoſity is ung, in 


8 proportion, not to the opulence they 


or to the favours they receive, but to the indi- 
gence they feel, and the infults they are ex- 


Paoſed to. The houſe wil particularly attend 


ſtances of this extraordinary tranſaction. Here 
they only bring ſo much of theſe cireum- 
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= When ahi knife FM be) h wks 1 
< trated to the bone, and was ſurrounded 
« with ſuch heavy diſtreſſes that I could no 
ce longer live in expectations, I wrote _ an 
© account ny RY - 

FM The nikon which I 8 to it 
« is ſuch, that it has given me inexpreſſible 
te idea or expectation from you and the coun- 


e cil, that you would ever have given your 


ec Orders in ſo afflicting a manner, in which 
_ © you never before wrote, and which I could = 
not have imagined. As I am reſolved to 
cc hey your orders, and directions of tlie 
© council, without any delay, as long as 1 
« Iive, I have, agreeably to thoſe orders, de- 
4 livered up all my private papers to him (the 
e reſident), that when he'ſhall have exa- 
te mined my receipts and expences, | 
ce take whatever remains. As 1 know it to 
< be my duty to ſatisfy you, che company, 
« and council, I have not failed to obey: in 
Py LN inſtance ;' but En him that it 


cc "9 


_ <ſingle 


== Put thoſe the the: expences of "x 
et mutſeddies, houſehold expences, and ſer- 
er vants, &c. He demanded theſe in fuch 


ea manner, © that, being remedileſs, I was 
_ « obliged to comply with what he required. 


« He has accordingly Ropped the "penſions of 
Le my" old ſervants for thirty years, whether 
e ſeppys, mutſeddies, or houſhotd Jervants, and 
<« the expences of my family and kitchen, toge- 
de ther with the jaghiers of my grandmother, 


. * mother, and ane and of my brothers and 2 


tpridants, which were for their jupport. 
I Ned 1, 300 horſe, and three batta- | 
lions of ſepoys, to attend upon me; but, 


« as I have no reſources to ſupport them, I 


ve deen obliged” to" remove” the people 


„ ed in the” whale (diſtricts), and to 


ce ſend his people (the reſident's people) into 

che mahals; ſo that I have not now one 
ſervant about me. Should 1 mention 

260 What further Aiſficulties T have been” re- 


ſerious, he ſays,” © That it is difficult for him 
to ſave himſelf alive. That in all his 
< affairs Mr. Haſtings had given full powers 
e 20 'the gentlemen here (meaning the Engliſh 
e reſident and aſſiſtants), who have done what- - 
te ever they choſe, and ſtill continue. to do it. I 1 
SA E never expected that you would have brought 
F mo” ec me into ſuch apprehenſion, and into ſo 
c weak a ſtate, without writing to me on any 
e one of thoſe ſubjetts,.. ſince: I have not the 
< ſmalleſt connection with any body, except 
15 «yourſelf. I am in ſuch diſtreſs, both day 
ec and night, that I ſee not the ſmalleſt pro- 
E ſpect of deliverance from it, ſince you are 
8 CG ſo diſpleaſed with me as not 4 e me 
« with a 255 1. e 3 


lO another remonſrance 15 e expreſſes | 


8 1 


. The * of this 1 are N 1 
cc and ſoon paſs away; it would therefore be A . 
te incumbent on the Engliſh gentlemen, bes 
« ſhew /ome friendſhip for me in my neceſi. 
« ties. I, who have always exerted my very ; 0d 
« life in the ſervice of de ae 2 
N l ING, 16:417 4 oe OUT 8 
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ce ry, ſtopped my very houſehold expences, 
4 98,98, 37 5. rupees. Beſides this, as to the 


ec their ſupport, agreeable. to engagements, you 


- which I inhabit; if they can be of any ſervice 


= 1 S is. nd 
C 
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& ver to them all the reſources Teft in 1 coun- 


& together with the jaghiers of my ſer⸗ 
cc vants and dependants, to the amount of ; 


ec * jaghiers of my. grandmother, mother, .and 
« uncle, which. were. granted to: them for 


ce are the maſters ; if the council have ſent 
ce orders for the ſtopping their Jaghiers alſo, 
ce ſtop them. 1 have no reſources left.in, my 

« country, and have: no friends by me, being 
c even diſtreſſed in my daily ſubſiſtence. 1 

cc have ſome elephants, horſes, and the houſes 


N &« to my friends, they are ready. Whenever | 
s you can diſcover any reſources, ſeize upon 
« them; 1; ſhall not interfere, to prevent you. 
In my. preſent diſtreſs for my daily EX+ - 
cc pences, I was in hopes that they would 
« Have. excuſed ſome. part of my debt. Of 

« what uſe is it for me to relate my ſituation, | 

ce which is known. to the WOK world: this 
* Eee Wen - 10 TT) 33 wy 17 th 40 * 15 ; 

"The ot of al theſe 3 is no 
wer conteſted by 2 e It is in- 
deed 


£1. 


dine admitted in ſomething - ſtronger than 
words: for, upon account of the nabob's. = 
75 condition, and the no leſs diſtreſſed condition 
of his dominions, he thought i fit to with- 
draw from him and them a large body of the 
company's troops, together with all the Eng- 
liſh of a civil deſcription, who were found no 
leſs burthenſome than the military. This 
was done on the declared inability of the 
country any longer to ſupport them; a coun- 
try not much rnfericr to England in extent 
and fertility ; ; and, till lately at: ** 5 5 
* in e 1 culture. 


ey! * N 4 
- 9 


R was to a prince, in a ate 15 G's remote 
from freedom, authority, and opulence; 3 o 8 
penetrated with the treatment he had received, 

and the behaviour he had met with from Mr. 8 
Haſtings; I that Mr. Haſtings has choſen to, 
attribute a diſpoſition ſo very generous and | 
munificent as, of his on free grace * 

: motion, to make him a preſent, at one PEY 
nation, of upwards of | 1005 000. ſterling. | 
This vaſt private donation was given at che 
moment of vaſt inſtant demands, ſeverely f 
exacted on account of che company, and ac- 

curnlated on immenſe debts to the fande 
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- Mr, Haſtings hag . 
| all poſſible eaſe and apparent unconcern, to 
requeſt permiſſion. from the directors to "uh | 
 galize this forbidden preſent for his own uſe. 
This he has had the courage to do, at a time 


when he had abundant reaſon to look for, 


what he has ſince received, their cenſure, for 
many material parts of his conduct towards 
the people from whoſe waſted ſubſtance this 
pretended free gift was drawn, He does not 
pretend that he has reaſon to expect the 
ſmalleſt degree of partiality, in this or any 
other point, from the court of directors: for, 
| beſides his complaint firſt ſtated, of having 
never poſſeſſed their confidence, i in a late let- 
ter (in which, notwithſtanding the cenſures 


of parliament, he magnifies his own conduẽt) 


he ſays, that in all the eee of his ſer- 
vice, '* he has almoſt unremittedly wanted 
the ſupport which A his ee had 
«© enjoyed from their conſtituents. From 
* mine (ſays he) I have received nothing but 
r reproach, bard epithets, and indignities, in- 

< ſtead of rewards and encoura ment.” © VG 


* 


tw1 


1 is: therefore have been Hom! um er 1 
ſource of protection, than that which the law | 

i had placed over him, that he looked for 

= - Equntenance and reward, in violating an act 

| of parliament, which forbid him from taking 

. gifts or prijents, on any account whatſoever ; 

5  _- muchilefs a gift of this magnitude, Which, 

= from the diſtreſs of the giver, muſt be ſup- | 

„ ay the effect of we mem pez extortion. 
„ The e directors ad wrong; in tao | 
nen money, which they muſt know 
could not have been acquired by the conſent 

of the pretended donor, to their own uſe. 

They acted more properly, in refuſing to con- 

( firm this grant to Mr. Haſtings, and in chuſ- 
ing rather to refer him to the law which he 
had violated, than to his own ſenſe of what he . 
thought he was entitled to take from the na- 
tives; putting him in mind that the regu- 
lating act had expreſsly declared, That no 
„ governor general, or any of the council, 
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| c ſhall, directly or indirectly, accept, receive, 
d or take, of or fraom any perſon or perſons 
or on any account whatſoever, any preſent, 
cc gift, donation, gratuity, en pecu- 
9 6 or any promiſe or en- 
A 2s gagement 


"2 


N — any of the aforeſaid. 
zz no reſerve for the caſe of a —— 


an act of parliament by their ſubſequent con- 


ſent. The illegality attached to the action at 


its very commencement; and it could never 
be afterwards legalized :*the directors had no 

be deviſed of a ſtronger import, or ſtudied 
with more care. To theſe words of the act, 


27825 thibks ft to declare, cat a. an offer of | 


his miniſters, as a preſent, which he ac- 


page}: withont befitation.” The plea of 


1 neceſſity is of no avail. The 


| Jahr e not in ready money, nor, as you¹ỹů 


committee eee applicable a e: 
reed by v . long period: he does not 


. — 5 
0 miſerable, che and 3 — 
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governor general of Bengal; which might be ; 
venue, or at the ſeat of his power and of the 
company's exchequer. Beſides, it is not ex- 
plicable, upon any grounds that can be avow- 
ed, hy the nabob, who could afford to give 
8 theſe bills as @ preſent to Mr. Haſtings, could 
not have equally given them in diſcharge fte 
debt which he Owed to the company. It ies 
[ indeed very much to bedtareg, \tpatthe "coal 25 
Maris of India find it ſometim 5 
ö 5 their account, to give Da wi Engliſt 
4 _— authority, chan to pay their debts to the | 
public; and, chis is a mMatirob a: ener ferigus | 
3 Du en 1 une Nie 4 Fm pies? 


No endes is 1 N Haſtings, 5 
8 that too in a high and upbraiding ſtile, 7 
of his having come to a voluntary diſcovery 
of this, and other unlawful practices of the 
ſame kind. That honourable court (ſays 
. Haſtings, addreſſing himſelf to his maſ- 

e ters, in his letter of December 1782) ught 
to know whether ] poſſeſs the integrity and 

c honour; which are the firſt requiſites of ſuch 
Com ſtation. If I wanted theſe; they have af. 
1 __ mec nn incentives to ſup- 

= | 3 8 


«© preſs the ennie which I ah convey | 
to them through you; and to appropriate 
cr to my own. uſe the ſums which IJ have al- 
& ready paſſed" to their credit, by their wn- 
«ryorthy and, pardon me if T add, "dangerous 
 <7refleftions, which they” have paſſed upon 
me for the firſt con 
7M kind; (and he Trimediately adds; what is 
fingulir and ftrikins; and ſavours of 4 recri- 
0 minatory inſi nüstton) and you oro expe- 
e ienct will ſuggeſt to you, that there are 
1 perſons who would profit by ſich a warn 
* ing.” To what directors in particular this 
imputation of experience is applied, and what 
other perſons they are in whom experience has 
ſhewn a diſpoſition ta profit of ſuch a warn⸗ 
ing, is a matter highly proper to be enquired 
into. What Mr. Haſtings fays further on this f 
ſubject is no lefs worthy of attention: 
That be could have concealed theſe tranſac- , 
cc };ons, if be bad a wrong motive, from theirsand 
«the public eye for ever. Tt is undoubtedly 
true, that whether the obſervation be appli- 
cable to the particular caſe or not, practices of 
this corrupt nature are extremely difficult of 
detection any whete; but eſpecially in India: 
ou all reſtraint po that grand fundamenta! 
5 | G2 „ abuſe 
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| abuſe of preſents is gone for ever, if the ſer- 
vants of the company can derive ſafety from a 
defiance of the law, when they can no longer 
hope to ſcreen themſelves by. an evaſion of it. 
All hope of reformation is at an end, if, con- 
fiding in the force of a faction among direc- 
tors or proprietors, to bear them out, and poſ- 
ſibly to vote them the fruit of their crimes: as 
a reward of their diſcovery, they find that 
their bold avowal of their offences is not only 
to produce indemnity, but to be rated for 
merit. If once a preſumption is admitted, 
that wherever ſomething is divulged nothing 
is hid, the diſcovering of one offence may be- 
come the certain means of concealing a multi- 
tude of others. The contrivance is eaſy and 
trivial, and lies open to the meaneſt profi- 
Cient in this kind of art: it will not only be- 
come an effectual cover to ſuch practices, 
but will tend infinitely to increaſe them. In 
that caſe ſums of money will be taken for the 


purpoſe of diſcovery, and making merit with Po 


the company; and other ſums will be taken 
for the en Fade of the receiver. 


It aol WET DH Lins impoſſible Fs the na- 
tives to know what preſents are for one pur= 


„ 
1 5 or what for the other. It; is not. for a 
Gentũ or a Mahometan land-holder, at the 
foot of the remoteſt mountains in India, who 
has no acceſs to our records, and knows no- 
ching of our language, to diſtinguiſh what 
lacks of rupees, which he has given, 6c 
nomine, as a preſent to a company's ſervant, 
are to be authorized by his maſters in Leaden- 
hall-ftreet as proper and legal, or carried to 
their public account at their pleaſure; and 
what are lad = for N own emolument. 


The ei in 8 all preſents te to 
be the property of the company, could not 
conſider corruption, extortion, and fraud, as 
any part of their reſources. The property in 
ſuch preſents was declared to be theirs, not 
a8 a fund for their benefit, but in order to 
| found a legal title to a civil ſuit, It was de- 
clared theirs, to facilitate the recovery, out of 
corrupt and oppreſſive hands, of money ille- 
gally taken; but this legal fiction of proper- 
ty could not nor ought, by the legiſlature, 
to be conſidered in any other light than as a 
truſt held by them for thoſe who ſuffered tne 
injury. Upon any other conſtruction, the 
een wow? have a * firſt, to extract 
monꝰy 


4 4 


money 0 the ſubjects or dependants of this | 


kingdom! committed to their care, by mea nd | 
of particular conventions, or by taxes, by 


. rents, and by monopolies ; and, when they had 


exhauſted every contrivance of public impoſt- ; 


tion, then they were to be at liberty to let looſe 
upon the people all their ſervants, from the 
higheſt rank to the loweſt, to prey upon them 


at plealufe, and to draw, by perſonal ant 
official authority, by influence, venality, and 
terror, whatever was left to them; Land that 
all this was juſtified, provided the produẽ̃t was 
paid i n the tk vm 8 9 : 


4] 


This IT ERIN and permiſſion U preſents, 


with this declaration of property in the com- 
Pans, would leave no property to any man 


in India. If, however, it ſhould be thought 
that this clauſe in the act ſhould be capable, 
by conſtruction and retroſpect, of fo legaliz- 
ing, and 'thus appropriating theſe prefents 
(which your committee conceive impoſſible), | 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that it ſhould 15 | 


very fully explained.” 


The proviſion in the 20 was made in fa- 
vour of me” natives. If fuch conſtruction 
* | 


| 5 


preyalls, the proviſion made as. their. ſereen 
from oppreſſion, will become the means or 
increaſing and aggravating it, without bounds 
and beyond remedy. If preſents, which 
when they are given were unlawful, can after- 
Wards be legalized, by an application of them 
to the company's ſervice, no ſufferer can even 


5 reſort to à remedial proceſs at law for his 


on relief. The moment he attempts: to 
ſue, the money may be paid into the compa- 

ny's treaſury. : it is then e Wen, * 
c bee eee ee 


„The oth ſelf _ faſter 8 
in the whole order and regularity of their 
public accounts, if the ideas upon which 
Mr. Haſtings juſtifies the taking of theſe 
preſents receives the ſmalleſt countenance. 
On his principles, the ſame ſum may become 
private property or public, at the pleaſure of 
the receiver: it is in his power, Mr. Haſtings 
fays, to conceal it for ever. He certainly 
has it in his power not only to keep it back 
and bring it forward at his own times, but 
even to ſhift and reverſe the relations. in. the 
Accounts 18 Mr. Haſtings has Load in what 
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ot es Ai Mr. g W himſelf 
appears in fome degree ſenſible; He con- 
ceives it-poſſible, that his tranſactions of this 
nature may, to the court of directors, ſeem 
unſatisfactory. He, however, puts it hypo- 
chetically: 6, If to you (ſays he) who are 
« accuſtomed to view buſineſs in an official 
« and regular light, they ſhould appear unprece- 
tc dented, i, not improper.” He juſt con- 
Seiveß it 0 . that in an official money 


Vights than thoſe which are official and regu= 
lar, matters of public account ought to be 
regarded by thoſe who. have the charge of 
bans either in Bengal or in England, does 
not appear to your committee. Any waver 
18 certainly, 7 unprecedented and i improper; 

and can only ſerye to cover fraud both in the 
receipt and in the expenditure. The acqui- 
ſition of -48;000 rupees, or near 6,9007; 
which appears in the ſort of anofficial and i irre- 
gear account that he furniſhes of his preſents, 


"inf 
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1 1 1 


| an n due May 1782, muſt appear e. 
men in office forethiing: official and — 
5 thing regular. This ſum (ſays he) T.:re- 
* © ceived: while I was on my journey to Be- 
=" Fe tells it with the ſame careleſs. 
| indifference, as if things of this lind wer 
found by accident on the pic wal. wh 
4154 2 47 e e eee W 
Mr.  Hatings ny mor, indeed bee 
taken by me; why they were (except the 
* ſecond) quietly" transſerred to the compa- 
. . account; why bonds were taken for 
this matter to be expoſed to the view of 
6 noe of conjettitres? 


niſhed, as it tat to Sj ne more 

ſerious than conjettures. - It would in any 
other caſe be ſuppoſed, that Mr. We 
5 enquiries, and confdering 

g e queſtions are (even as they are im- 
n * far from frivo- - 
_ Jovus, 


ü 38 1 


; ** condeſcend to give ſoime . 5 
formation upon them: but the coneluſiom of 
a ſentence ſo importantly erte which 
leads to ſuch expectations, is, . that to 
- theſe conjectures: it would be of little fe o 
6 apy EINE all he ſays tõ public con- 
e e 30 e I es ere! 
ee 271 583 e eee va brivet 
Io the court of directors he is very little 
more complaiſant, and not at all ore ſasisfac- 
tory ; he flates merely as a ſuppoſition, their 
enquiry concerning matters of which he poſi- 
tively knew that they had called for an he. 
planation. He knew it, becauſe he preſumed 
to cenſure them for doing ſo- To the hypo- 
cheſis of a further enquiry he gives a con- 
eee att. of ſuch a kind, as probably, 
in an account of a doubtful tranſaction, and 
to Eto Was ae e before.; Sy PoE: 


2 


225 ie nourable court to uation 
: ae -upon: theſe points, Feats anſwer; that 
” «the: ſums were taken for the company s be- N 
cc nefit, at times in which the company very 
e choſe to conceal the firſt receipts from pub- 
8 lie 2 * ee bonds for the 
N | 1 « amount ; 


[9] 


C — ; or poſſibly gctad mtb ann Hudted | 
© deſign; which my memory. N att 1 00 
© tance of time veriſy fon alone ot 
ad pct” iow oi Anith 56 BE 515 7 „ 1 955 
He here prafeſſas not to be Certain of he 
: matiyesby which he was himſelf actuated in 
n concealment, and in the 
? dinary means to effect it: 
| Er acts in queſtion were thoſe of 
gives various looſe conjectures concerning the 
motive to them. He even ſuppoſes, in tak - 
ing preſents contrary to law, and in taking 
bands for them as his own, contrary to what 
be admits to be truth and fact, that he might 
have acted without any diſtinct motive at all, 
or at leaſt ſuch as his memory could reach at 
that diſtance of time. That immenſe diſtance, 
in the faintneſs of which his recollection is ſo 
Completely loſt as to ſet. him gueſſing at his 
motives: for his own conduct, was from the 
Asch of; January 178d, When che bonds at 
bis on requeſt Were given, to the date of 
this letter, which is the à22d of May 1782 
chat is to ſays abeut one year- and four 
months. ar kit 190 wet 27 ere 36%” 
or bed ef ety gone wo edt wi age!” 
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his explanation is ſtill wer extraordinary: 
he ſays, © I did not think it worth. Tour Sis 
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As to the other ſums, for" which us bond 


« to ob 


ve the fame means with che . 


The reſt of theſe furs, wh which were not wörtk 


his care, are ſtared i in his account to be greater 


hant thoſe he was ſo ſolicitous (for ſorhe reu- 
ſon which he cannot gueſs) to cover wales 


bonds : theſe ſums amount c near 53 


whereas the others did not much — | 
40%. For theſe actions, , attended wich 
theſe explanations,” he ventures to appeal to 
their (the directors) breaſts for à candid in- 
texpretation ; and that, © he aſſumes the fre- 
e dom to add, that he thinks himſelf on Jucb | 
"a ſubject, and on uch an ocean 
60 to it i” and then, as if he Had 
5 letter he glories i in the integrity of his con- 1 
duct; and, anticipating his triumph over in- 
95 juſtice, and the applauiſes which; at à future 
time, he ſetims confident he fall receive, . 
he, „ The applauſe of my own breaſt is my 
i ſureſt rew 
= « my country, is my next wiſh in life.? He 
declares 3 in that very 1 50 that he had not 


dable exploit, in che aceompany? 


d. Vour applauſe, and that of 


%»ͤÜͤ Nis ff; - 


In, entitled 


* 
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am lime poſſeſſec * chem, 
which they. never withheld from the nivaneſt 
of his predeceſſors,” With wiſhes fo near his 
be Wally diſappointed ; and, inſtead = 

of bs. (as. he tells us) receiving no- 
thing but reproaches and diſgraceful epithets; 
his ſteady continuance for ſo many years in 
their ſervice, in a place obnoxious in the 
higheſt degree. to = Warn and a amt is a 


NN Si EY Frey 01 1 117 

11 appears very A 8 commit- 
tee, to obſerye. upon the great leading prin- 
_ciples which Mr. Haſtings affumes, to juſtify: 
the: irregular, taking of theſe yaſt ſums of 
money, and all the irregular means he had 
employed to cover the greater part of it. 

Theſe principles are the more neceſſary to be 
enquired into; becauſe, if admitted, they will 
ſeryvt to juſtify every ſpecies of improper cun- 

, 4 arg words are, © $219 the 4" ol 
a $I vice ee came, "als never r haye kc 
a, « them to the company publicly; and that the | 
% $ g ne of their ſervice (exigencies 
by t en of their affairs, 
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L 65 bl 
ce and faction in their divided council) n be. 
1 thoſe ſupplies.” SER £1 e 
4 11 = r 112i vY ef IOF UII BOTIG CA 10 
As to the firſt of theſe extraordinary ;poſi-- 
tions, your committee cannot gonceive What 
motive could actuate any native of India, de- 
pendent on the company, in aſniſting ther” 
privately, and in refuſing to aſſiſt them pub. 
licly. If the tranſaction was fair and hi f 
every native muſt have been dleſiious of mak i 
ing merit with the great governing power. 
If he gave his money as a free gift, he might 
value himſelf upon; very honourable and very 
acteptablc ſervice: : if he lent it on the com 
pany's bonds, it-would;{till have been of ſer⸗ 
vice, and he might alſo receive eight per 
cent. for his money. No native could (With- 
out ſome iptereſted-view) give to the gover- 
nor general what he would refuſe to tlie com- 
pan, 1as à grant, or even as a loan. It is 
plain, that the powers of government miſt; : 
in.ſome way or other, be underſtood by the 
natives to be at ſale. The governor genera 
fays, that he took the money with an origi- 
nal deſtination to the purpoſes to which; he ; 
aſſerts; he lias ſince applied it. But chis ori- . 
ginal deſtination was in his own mind only, 5 
Ks "not ... 


(&3 


not declared es by him pretended * de- 
clared, to the party who- gave the preſents, 
8 and who could perceive nothing in it but 
money paic ta the ſupreme magiſtrate. for his 
private emolument. All that the natives 
_ could poſſibly perceiye in ſuch a tranſgction, 
4 muſt de 5 — e to the compa- | 


"Heh ode Tat Mr, Rede either 1 
was their own, night, or ſomething that was 
not ſo; or, that they redeemed. themſelves 
from ſome acts of ri rigour inflicted, J.threatened, 
on apprehended. f 161 in the; firſt caſe, Mr. > 


Haſtings gave them (the object for which | 
they. bargained, his act, however (PIAPST> 
Mas corrupt; if he did not, it Was both, COr- 
rupt and frandulen ent: if the money, was ex-. 
torted by force or threats, it was oppreſlive 
and tyrannical. The very nature of, ſuch 
tranſactions has a tendency to teach the na- 
tives to pay a corrupt court to the ſervants of 
the company; and they muſt thereby be ren 
dered leſs willing, or leſs able, of, perhaps 
both, to fulfil their engagements to the ſtate. 
Mr. Scott's evidence aſſerts, that they would . 
dae give to Mr. Haſtings, than lend to the 
3025 company. 


ta, 


bmp 1 6. very probable} But it 'is'a- 
demonſtration of the ir opinlon ef dis peer 
and g lag of the Weak und pre- 
* *carious ſtate of ine e ity,” 1 
{7 BOT HP enmmnonny” oomn Fe 
The ſon $rivcigle Affuffitet by Mr. | 
mann Lor his Juſtification; A, that 
factious oppoſition; ind à divided 'govern- : 
ment, might create exigeneies requiring: ſuch 
ſupplies, | is full as dangerous as che firſt: for 
il, in tlie diviſions hielt muſt ariſe in all 
councils; one member of government; when 
he thinks others factiouſly diſpoſed, hall bo 
entitled to take money rivately from | 
ſubject for the purpoſes of his Politics, and = 
thereby to diſpenſe with an aft of parliament, . 
pretences for that end cannot be wanting.” "A _ 
diſpute may always be raiſed in council, in 
order to. cover oppreſſion and peculation elſe- 
where, But theſe principles of Mr, Haſtings | 
tend entirely to deſtroy the character and 
functions of a council, and to veſt them in 
one of the diſſentieſt members. The law had 
placed the ſeuſe of the whole in the majority; 
and it is hot a thing to be ſuffered, that any 
of the members ſhould privately raiſe money, 
* the avowed purpoſe of "ang that 
8 8 


* 


crary io it; a more alarming aſſumption of 
; power in an individual member of any deh- 
berative or executive body, cannot be ima- 
gined. Mr. Haſtings had no right, in order 
rg clear, himſelf, of peculation, to criminate 
the majority with faction. No member of 
any body, out- voted on a queſtion, has, or 
can have, a right to direct any part of his 
| public, conduct by chat principle. The 

ember of the council had a common ſu- 


2 charges « of faction they did ſo fre- 
quently; and the imputation of faction has 
Almoſt Oy; been 32 75 on Mr. e 


: 8 1 
| periods too, in the records of the company, 


in which the clandeſtine taking of money 
F not e reden by this pretence. ; 
40h of peculation, pe parted” at 2 mur 
could not excuſe himſelf by the plea. f 
any public purpoſe to be carried on, or of 
any faction in council by which it was tra- 
Verſed. lt may be N here to rec 
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11 
to the recollection of the houſe; that on the 
cry which prevailed, of the ill practices of he 
company's ſervants in India (which general 
cry in a great meaſure produced the regulae“ 
ing act of 177 3), the court of directors, ih: - 
their inſtructions of the 29th of March 174. 
gave it as an injunction to the council general, 
that © they immediately cauſe the frifeft en- * 
* quiry to be made into all oppreſſions which 
© may have been committed, either againſt” 
natives or Europeans, and into a/l abuſes 
« which: may have prevailed i in the collection 
ce of the revenues, or any part of the civil go-—- 
« verument of the preſidency; and that you _ 
communicate to us all information which 
« you may be able to obtain relative thereto, 
Hor any embezzlement « or OE 9558 _ 
* be 8 Te | | N 


= hid +; by f bar che moſt e 5 
abuſe which appeared, on any of the above 
heads, was chat which was charged relative to 
the ſale in groſs, by Mr. Haſtings, of nothing 
leſs than the whole authority of the country 
government, in the diſpoſal of the e an : 
1 of a nabob . ee 3 


” ö 1 * N 
4 + 


Þ a 8. 

N 8 1 7 

« on 93 * 
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The 


* Ws, 


. Arbe ** nabob, Mobare | 
was a minor when he ſucceeded to the title 
| ene e of the three provinces, 
in 1770: Although in a ſtate approaching 
10 PRs A RA and' charatter-ere = 
| nen {into was to-preſerve-th | 
deration of a. ſovereign, not ſupported by in- 
trinſic Power > and yr to maintain _ digni- 


a eee n ances ance 
NC criminal juſtice ene coun- ws 


maxims of his religion, and the manners ot 
people, was neceſſary to enable him to fill 
that delicate place with reputation, either to 
the Mahometan government or to durs. He 
had ſtill to manage a revenue not inconfider= 
able, which remained as the ſole reſource for 
the languiſhing dignity of perſons any way 
diſtinguiſhed in rank among Muſſulmen, 
who were: all attached and clung to him. 


kl 0: 


try. A good education, conformably to the 


iderations rendered it neceſſary to 


rk en and affairs into proper hands. 

They ought to have been men who were able, 
by the gravity of their rank and character, 
be + cond his morals from the contagion of 
1 75 2. 


Bal. .. 


11 ul Doulah, 


low * 


t 1 


N low and vicious. 
: rity: and-firmneſs, might be enabled o 


fragments of his property from. he /ateipes a 


of the natives themſelves,” ho mi 
ſtrong temptation of taking beg in the | 
ans me Ee Nba enen fo dofters) 


5% 9 8 
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"bi - The dea were - fully ods with 


ents committee eee hee. the 26th rr 
Auguſt 1771, they gave inſtructions to the 
preſident and council to appoint 2 miniſter | 
4 to tranſact the political affairs of the circa 


* (government); and to ſelect for that 
< poſe: ſome perſon well qualified for the 


« affairs of government, to be the miniſter of 8 


ec the government, and guardian of the na- 
4 bob's f minority. Pri Hot inn 
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Sw and well mene 1 . 4 dul 
which devolved on Mr. Ha 5 


a nature as might well ſtimulate a man ferns 


fible to reputation to fulfil it in a manner 
| agrecably 


* 
5 
* 


e by "Ir - 


as ; 


TIS 1 
See o he iron he had rec 
3 ͤ ſuſpicion and malice. | 
In that fituation, it was natural to ſuppoſe, 
hae would caſt his eyes upon men of the firſt 
pu nne er eee. 
. | 485 is 56 


„ neee e 
_ feraglio, In the inmoſt receſſes of that place 
he diſeovered a woman, ſecluded from the in- 


tercourſe, an — args 


— eee OR 


| | « yernment, and the guardiqn of the nabob's ry 


ee minority. This woman he ſolemnly in- 
veſts with theſe functions: he appoints rajah 


Gourdas, whom ſome time after he himſelf 
qualified with a deſcription of a young man 
of mean abilities, to he her duan or ſteward 
of the houſehold. The reſt of the arrange- 
ment Was e eee to this þ g, ene 

„ % e N Hg 


; — 
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| | [ 0 . | 
It ſeems not to have heen lawful or war- 
e ee in Mr. Haſtings to ſet aſide the ar- 
rangement poſitively preſcribed. by the: court 
of directors, which evidently pointed tog a 
man, not to any woman Whatever. Asa wor 
nan confined in the female apartment, the 
lady he appointed could not be competent to 
hold, or qualified to exerciſe, any active em- 
ployment; ſne ſtood in need of guardians for 
herſelf, and had not the ability for the guar- 
” dianſhip' of A perſon circu mſtanced cas the 
ſaubah was. General Clavering, colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, deqlar e, in their | 
minute, That they believe there never Was 
« an inſtance in India af ſuch a truſt ſondiſ 
e poſed of. Mr. Haſtings has eee 
e in anſwer to on objection. . 
DEF etch EMFL2Y | 
ESI Ran ag. Yen to the houſe, hs 
Cel and circumſtances; of,,the:;wamen 
principally concerned, who were in the ſez 
raglio of Jaffier Ali Khan at his death,. The 

fiſt of theſe was called Munny Begum, 18 


perſon originally born of poor and obſcure 
parents, who delivered her over to the on 


dugtreſs of a company. of dancing Sirls 3 in 5 


which Pr oenone, being called to exhibit at a 
e 
* 


i 125 9 


feſtival, where the late nabob took a liking 
to Her, and, after ſome cohabitation, ſhe ob- 
ſuch influence over him, that he took 
her for one of his wives, (and ſhe ſeems to 
have been the favourite,)-puther at the head 
of his haram; and having a ſon by her, this 
ſon ſucceeded to his authority and eſtate; 
Munny Begum, the mother, being by his 
will a deviſee of conſiderable ſums of money, 
and other effects, on which he leſt a charge, 
which has ſince been applied to the ſervice of 
che Eaſt India company. The ſon of this 
lady dying, and a ſon by another wife ſuc- 
ceeding, and dying alſo, the preſent nabob, 
Mobareck ul Dowlah, ſon by a third wife, 
ſucceeded. This woman eee ne 3 0 
in the e een ee 


2 1 was Many Bega dur Mr. «Haſtings a 
_ choſe, and not the natural mother of the nabob. 
Whether; having choſen a woman in defiance 
of the company's orders, and in paſſing'by |. 
the natural parent of the minor prince, he 
was influenced by reſpect for the diſpoſitiof!i 
made by the deceaſed nabob during his life, 
or by other motives, the houſe will deter- 
mine, RNS a view 8 the facts which fol- 


1 72 1 


ic It will he matter of enquiry, * the 
queſtion is ſtated upon the appointment of a 
ſtep- mother, in excluſion of the parent, whe- 
ther the uſage of the Eaſt conſtantly autho- 
rizes the continuance of chat ſame diſtributio 
of rank and power, Which mc 
ſeraglio during the life of a deceaſed prince, 
and which was found ſo ſettled at his death, 
and afterwards, to the excluſion of the mother 
ol the ſucceſſor. In caſe of female guardian- 
ſhip, her claim ſeems. to be a right of nature; 
and which nothing but a very clear poſitive 
law will. (if that cag) authorize the departure 
from. The hiſtory of Munny Begum is 
ſtated on the records of the council general 
and no attempt made __ os Hatings a 
controvert the truth of ; ont Lot acl 


— 


8 eee eee ec eee 
5 cil to have happened, which might be ex- 
pected inevitably to happen: the care of the 
nabob's education was groſsly neglected, and 
his fortune as groſsly miſmanaged and em- 
3 bene connection e waſte; and c 
- exents, the houſe vill oY I eme | 
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On the aa ec diy: 1775, Mr. James Grant, 


E accountant to the provincial council of Moor- 


| ſhedabad, produced to the governor general 
and council certain Perſian papers, which 
ſtated nine lacks of rupees (upwards of ninety 

thouſand pounds ſterling) received by Munny 
Begum, on her appointment to the manage- 


ment of the nabob's houſehold; over and 
above the balance due at that time, and not 


accounted for by her, Theſe Grant had re- 

ceived from Nuned Roy, who had been a 
Writer in the Begum's treaſury office. Both 
the board, and examined reſpecting the au. 
thenticity of the papers. Among other cir- 
cumſtances, tending ta eſtabliſh the credit of 
theſe papers, it appears, that Mr. Grant of- 
fered to make oath, that the chief eunuch of 
che Begum had come to him, on purpoſe to 
prevail on him not to ſend the papers; and 
_*had — that as accounts were NY 
HOO TE Rods e no OE 


"each nerd . 
majority of the board, againſt the opinion and 
ſolemn proteſt of the governor general, that a 
. ſent vp to the city of 

2 3 


not as the See coe. of an en 


dhe accounts of * nizaighe and houſehold; * 

from April 1764 to the lateſt period to which 
they could be cloſed, and to diveſt the Begum 
of the office of guardian to the nabob; and Mr. 
DR lh eee Doſe, 


The Weed Maſti are ſtated to the OY ; 
quiry da the 
and ure chereore weber a pte, "by. 
what means a diſcovery was made of a n 
mmm 


Mr. Goring sfirſt lerter from theocky; Gated . 
19th May 1775, mentions, among Dcher 
particulars, the young nabob's joy at being 
delivered out of the hands: of Munny Begum; 
of the mean and indigent ſtate of confine- 
ment in which he was kept by her; of the 
diſtreſs of his mother; and that he had told 


Mr. Goring, that the“ Begum's eunuch had 


< inſtructed the ſervants not to ſuffer him to 
learn any thing, by which he might make. 
« himſelf acquainted with buſineſs: and he 
adds, Indeed I believe there is great truth 
Sin es as 5 his ene, ſeems to be * 
. | "Tn | 


K 15 1 


of almoſt every thing a man of W pank 
c fon nog a want of under- 
* ee, eee, 


18 21ſt of May Mr. S | 

to the governor general and council, an ac- 
Count of ſums given by the Begum, under 
her ſeal, delivered to Mr. Goring by the na- 
bob, in her apartments. The account is as 


/ NDUM _ Difburſeinierts' to 
Engliſh Gentlemen, from the Nabob 2 
Sircar, be Year Gretel | 


CCC N 


* £ 
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© When this * delivered} the govt. 
nor general moved, that Mr. Goring miglit 
be aſked, how he came by it? and, on what 
account this partial ſelettion was made by him? 
alſo, That the Begum ſhould be deſired to 
explain the Jum laid to his charge ;"and that he 
ſhould aſk' he nabob or the Begum n _ 
ms rent e ſeparate W- 5 


“ * 5 We Wing Fit „ 
ibs ; # Ed 1 Ke * N t * 


The ſubſtance of the governor's rob 
was agreed to. W N 


Mr. Sie meter bank requiſitiom of 
the woes 1 4 follows: St ably ” 


: - N q 72 : * ee > y 
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«Tn entre wit your orders, to ex- 
CY plain the delivery of the paper, containing 
te an account of three lacks of rupees, I am to 
ce inform you, it took its riſe from a meſſage 
ec ſent me by the Begum, requeſting I. would 
« intereſt myſelf with the nabob, to hive | 
Akbar Ally Khan releaſed to her for à few 
hours, having ſomething of i importance "to 
c communicate to me, on which ſhe wifhed 
te to conſult him. Thinking the fervice 
te might be benefited by it, T accordingly de- 
et fired the nabob would be pleaſed to deli- 
"ver nt to D oY charge, engaging to return 


e 6 6c him 
* : 1 n 


i M 
eater, aha ie 5 
ec requeſted to ſee his excellency and myſelf, 
&« Nun ede Akbar ally mien red. VER 5 
at 1 C aue firſt: meeting, the HY into a 
« long detail of her adminiſtration, endea- 
“ vouring to repreſent it in the faireſt light ; 
ce at laſt ſhe came to the point, and told me, 
my urgent and repeated remonſtrances to 
cc her, to be informed how the balance aroſe, 

9 of which I was to enquire, induced het 
. from memory to ſay what ſhe had herſelf 
9 given! then mentioning the ſum of a lack 
« and a half to the governor, to feaſt him 
ce whilſt he ſtaid there; and a lack and a half 
c to Mr. Middleton, by the hands of Baboo 
„ Begum. As I looked on this no more than 
A matter of converſation, I aroſe to depart, 
e but was detained by the Begum's requeſt- 
ing the nabob to come to her---A ſcene of 
ce weeping and complaint then began, which 
made me ſtill more impatient to be gone; 
te and I repeatedly ſent to his excellency for 
e that purpoſe: he at laſt! came out, and 
e delivered me the paper I ſent you, declar- 
& ing it was Sven him by the h to be. 
« * delivered me., EE. 
„ | | Munny 
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— Begum alſo wrote ae to ge- 


cb. en ee eee 


the ſame. $5 in ee INE 


1 


550 Mr: Goring has preſſed me on the ub: 


561 de aug him, Hos all the eee 
te ing on record, would in the courſe of the 
cc enquiry appear from the papers: He ac- 
« cordingly received from the nabob Mo- 
« barek ul Dowlah, a liſt of three lacks of 


_ © rupees given to the governor and Mr. Mid- 
tc dleton. I now ſend: you incloſed a liſt 
ec of the dates when it was preſented, and 


* through. ee means, ann n a 


3 1 £ * — r 


Con e 


The e bee an defired chas the 
folleving queſtions: might be propoſed to the 
ra 11 Mr. + Matting _ e at ee 


a N : 


jo Was a — in; you for 
the account which you have delivered of three 
lacks of rupees, ſaid to have been paid to the 
governor * Mr. * ; or did nenen de- 


e p 


„„ 2 
liver' the account 1 your own free will and 
Lops pany Ts | | 


conki In whey manner was the e | 
Os een e | 


dl On wii account was the fum of one 
ant half lacks given to the governor general, 
which you have laid to hig account ? Was it 
in conſequence of any requiſition from him, 
or of any pn en en eee 
| e PROD iP + | 


The governor OG objeReditrobgly to 

Tz Mr. Goring's being preſent when the queſ- 
tions were put to the Begum; but it was in- 
ſiſted: on by the majority, and it was reſolved ; 
accordingly, that he Paget to be preſent. 
The reaſons on both ſides will beſt appear by 
3 5 ne e in the: wg 


3 addreſſed hon ee general 
and council, where it touched .chr-fibſtance, 
: Wee HAR 10 rie ek . N 
e at stur flaillyr Jannnignons 107-25" 
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oF 30 5 4 
e The caſe is his: : Mr. Goring, on his ar. 
ve rival here, /eized all the papers, and ſecured 
ce them under his ſeal ; and all the mutſuddies 
te (clerks or accountants) attended bim, and 
cc explained to bim all the particulars of them. 

« Mr. Goring enquired of me concerning the 

, arrears due to the ſepoys, &c obſerving . 
e that the nizamut and bhela money (na. 
tec bob's allowance) was received from the 
company, from whence then could the ba- 
£ Jance ariſe ?---I made anſwer, That the ſum 
« was not adequate to the expences. -M 
« Gori ng then aſked, What are thoſe ex- 
< pences which exceed the ſum received. 
cc from the company: Pi] replied, All the par. 
« ticulars will be found in the papers. The 
« affair of the three lacks of rupees; ou 2. 
te cgunt of entertainment for the governor and 
« Mr. Middleton, has been, I am told, re- 
« lated to you by rajah Gourdaſs x beſides 
_ « which, there are many other expences, 
« which will appear from the papers. As 
* the cuſtom. of entertainment is of long 
« ſtanding, and \ accordingly: every governqgr 
et of Calcutta, who came to Moorſhedabads 
* received a daily ſum of two thouſand ru- 


ge 1 for W which was in fact 
| | Wins © inſtead 85 


3 inflead — 400 ths lack and an 


«half of rupees laid to Mr. Middleton's 
er charge, was a preſent on account of an agree- 
er ment entered into by the Bhow Begum. I 
cc therefore affixed my ſeat to the account, 
c and forwarded it to Mr. rg We e 
Mm Angra 8 


4a this abs: the accounts given to Mr. | 
Goring ſhe aſſerts to be genuine. They are 
explained, in all the particulars, by all the 
| ſecretaries and clerks in office. They are 
| ſecured under Mr. Goring's ſeal. To them 
me refers for every thing; to them ſhe refers 
for the three lacks of rupees given to Mr. 
Haſtings and Mr. Middleton. It is impoſ- 
lible to combine together a clearer body of 
proof, compoſed of record of office, and ver- 
bal teſtimony, Were e and Wuf- 
ha eich other "i 


The houſe: will 8 . «the receipt bol 
the money! is indirectly admitted by one of 
L rernor?, own eee to ee ad 
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If the money was not received, it would 
have been abſurd to aſk on what account it mas 
given? Both the queſtion and the anſwer; re- 
late to ſome eſtabliſhed uſage, the appeal to 
which might poſſibly be uſed to juſtify. the 
acceptance of the money, if it was accepted; 
but would be ſuperfluous, and no way appli- 
cable to the charge, if the er was never 

. B N . 
- hy this point, your committee will, only | 

add, that in all the controverſy between, Mr. 

Haſtings and the majority of the council, He 
no where denics, the receipt of this money. 
In his letter to the court of directors, of che 
31ſt of July 1775, he ſays, that the Begum 
was compelled, by the ill treatment of one 
of her ſervants, which he calls , a ſpecies f 

torture, to deliver the paper to Mr. Goring; 
but he no where affirms, that the en ol 

* were alle. 5g w ils K, oboe 


| On . 1 ro abit. remark, if 
We confeſs. it appears very extraordinary, 
« that Mr. Haſtings ſhould employ ſo mach 
<« time and labour to ſhew, that the diſcove- 
Fo ries againf}, him . been obtained by im- 


proper 


p 1 

(e proper means, but that he ſhould take no 
er ſtep whatſoever to invalidate the truth ef 
be them. He does not deny the receipt of 
. the money; the Begum's anſwers to the 
ee queſtions put to her at his own deſire, 
make it impoſſible that he ſhould deny it. 
It ſeems, he has formed ſome plan of de- 
_ « fence againſt this and ſimilar charges, which 
& he thinks will avail him in a court of juſ- 
«tice, and which it would be imprudent in 
him to anticipate at this time. If he has 
4 not received the money, we ſee no reaſon 


* for ſuch a guarded and cautious method of 


4 proceeding. An innocent man would take 
tea Soner and eaſier courſe. He would vo- 


Tour odmitilitce enverthlin diebts wdr 
= the refuſal to exculpate by oath, can be uſed 

as a circumſtance to infer any preſumption of 
guilt. But where the charge is direct, ſpeci- 
ic, circumſtantial, ſupported by papers, and 
verbal teſtimony made before his lawful ſus 
Periors, to whom he was accountable, by per- 
ſons competent to charge; if innocent, he 
was obliged at leaſt to oppoſe to it a clear and 
n of the fact, and to make a 
1 | Von 


aL. 
demand for enquiry. But if he does not de · 
ny the fact, and eludes enquiry, juſt pre- 
Lerner wil be — * againſt we” e 


| Four S ne to go to hs FER mo 
tom of a mode of corruption, deep and dan- 
gerous in the a& and the example, being in · 
formed that Mr. Goring was in London, re- 
ſolved to examine him upon the ſubje&. Mr. 
Goring not only agreed with all the foregoing 
particulars, but even produced to your com- 
mittee, what he declared to be the original 
Perſian papers in his hands, delivered from 
behind the curtain through the nabob him- 
ſelf; who having privilege, as a ſon-in-law, 
to enter the women's apartment, received them 
from Munny Begum as authentic; the woman 
all the while lamenting the loſs of her power, 
with many tears and much vociferation. She 
appears to have been induced to make diſco- 
very of the above practices, in order to clear 
| herſelf of the notorious embenalemens af . | 
nabob's cffedts. | 9 . 


e committee inis Mr. tan ant | 
Mr. Baber on this ſubject, they alſo produced 
a a Perſian paper, winch Mr. Baber ſaid he had 


received | 


„ E: 350 | 
received fram the hands of 4 ſervant of Mun- 
ny Begum; and along with it a PAREL,.PUr- 
porting to be a tranſlation into Engliſh of the 
Perſian original. In the paper given as the 
_ tranſlation, Munny Begum is made to alledge 
many matters of hardſhip and cruelty againſt 
Mr. Goring, and an attempt to compel her to 
make out a falſe account; but does not atall 
deny the giying the money: very far from it. 
* is made ta aſſert, indeed, cc That Mr, 
Goring deſired her to put down three lacks 
bez of rupees, as divided between Mr. Haſ- 
*, tings and Mr. Middleton. I begged to be 
«excuſed ;. obſerving to him, that this mo- 
te ney. had neither been tendered or accepted 
{with any criminal or improper view.” Af. 
ter ſome lively expreſſions, in the European 
nner, ſhe ſays, ©. That. it had been cul. 
«, tomary to furniſh a table for the goyernor 
* and his attendants, during their ſtay at 
*. court. With reſpect to the ſum mentioned 
6e to Mr. Middleton, it was @ free gift from 
* my own privy Purſe. Purburam replied, 
he underſtood this money to be paid to 
* theſe gentlemen, as a gratuity. for ſecret 
e ſervices; and as ſuch he ſhould aſſuredly 


th a ir. Here the payme: 


. CE 7 
i Haſtings « are ally admitted, and excuſed aa 
agreeable to uſage; and for keeping a table. 
The preſent to Mr. Middleton is juſtified as 
a free gift. The paper produced by Mr. 
Scott is not referred to by your committee 
as of any weight, but to ſhew that it does not 
es nh it is yr to * e 
Four eines: on reading the paper as 
livered in by Mr. Scott as a tranſlation, per- 
ceive it to be written in a ſtyle which they 
conceived was little to be expected in a faith- 
ful tranſlation from a Perſian original, being 
full of quaint terms and ' idiomatic phraſes, 
which ſtrongly beſpeak Engliſh habits in the 
way of thinking, and of Engliſh peculiarities' 
and affectations in the expreſſion. Struck 
with theſe ſtrong internal marks of a fuſpici- 
ous piece, they turned to the Perſian manu- 
. ſeript produced by Mr. Scott and Mr. Baber, 
and comparing it with Mr. Goring's papers, 
they found the latter carefully ſealed upon = 
every _; as 1 believe is the Practice uni- * 


3 


| the former no ſeal or arid ewe ei. 
ther at the top or bottom of the ſcroll. This 
cireutftance of a want of fignature, not only 

| takes 


: why away 1 * ae the piece 4 
evidence, but ſtrongly confirmed the ſuſpi- 
cions entertained by your committee, on read- 
ing the tranſlation, of unwarrantable prac- 
tices in the whole conduct of this buſineſs, 

even if the tranſlation ſhould be found ſub- 
1 ſtantially to agree with the original, ſuch an 
original as it is. The Perſian roll is in the 


cuſtody of the clerk of your committee, for 


— N examination. 1 9 


7 Baber 5 Mr. Ft 4 15 W 
on theſe material defects in the authentica- 
tion of a paper produced by them as authen- 


pened to be without a ſignature, nor did Mr. 


Baber explain how he came to e, ee 
uſe i it in as epi. SG Coir alert). * 


FERRET; 3 


5 the hols, your 8 e 


that all the parts of the tranſaction, as they 
appear in the company's records, are con- 
e and me throw. PEP: on. each 
other. BO IO Noor IL one 


1 cout of LE ES — — ha 5 ; 
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the 
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r 
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1 


the dulltical affairs of the governi 
f/ele#, for that purpoſe,” ſme” 
qualified for the affairs” of- government, and to 
be the miniſter of government. Mr. Haſtings 
ſelects for the miniſter, ſo deſcribed, and fo 
qualified, a woman locked up in a ſeraglio. 
He is ordered to appoint a guardian to the 
nabob's minority. Mr. Haſtings paſſes by 
kis natural parent, and appoints another wo- 
man.---Theſe acts would, 'of themſelves, have 
been liable to ſuſpicion; but a great defi- 
ciency or embezzlement ſoon appears in this ; 
woman's account. To exculpate herſelf, ſhe - 
voluntarily declares, that the gave a con- 
ſiderable ſum to Mr. Haſtings ho never 
once denies the receipt. The account given 
by the principal living witneſs of the tranſ- 
action, in his evidence, is perfectly coherent 
and conſiſtent with the recorded part. The 
original accounts, alledged to be delivered 
the lady in queſtion, were produced by him, 
properly ſealed and authenticated. Nothing 
is oppoſed to all this, but a paper without 
ſignature, and therefore of no authority, at- 
tended with a tranſlation of a very extragrdi- 
nary appearance ; and this paper, in apologiz- 
| ing! for it, confirms we "Tur beyond a doubt. 
In 


0 ee on e 5 they receive 
en ee e ee for i TY 5 . 


They vrite, in e letter of mh Febeney 
1777, paragraphs 32 and 33: Although it 
0 ce is rather our wiſh to prevent evils i in future 

ee than to enter into a ſevere retroſpection of 
ce the paſt; and, where facts are doubtful,” 
e or attended with alleviating circumſtances, 
« to proceed with lenity, rather than to pro- 
« ſecute with rigour; yet ſome of the caſes 
, are ſo. flagrantly corrupt, and others at- 
te tended with circumſtances ſo oppreſſive to 
4 the inhabitants, that it would be unjuſt to 
«ſuffer the dehnquents to go unpuniſhed. 
The principal facts have been communi- 
© cated to our * ſolicitor, whoſe report, con- 
© firmed by our ſtanding counſel,” we ſend | 
you by the preſent conveyance; authoriſing 
« you, at the ſame time, to take ſuch * 
1 thall e 258 to be RO 2 
Rs + 9+ 2 8 1 
lk we 1604 it Wake te we ſhall: return 

« awake nels covenants of ſuch of our er. 


* Relmive to » Cale Farms, charges of the Ranny of Burdwan, and. 


nnn -bactt „ 


India, - have been 
66 Look; ways Wai in the undue receipt 
« of money, in order to enable you to recover 
« the ſame for the uſe of the company, by a 
cs ſuit or ſuits at law, to be inſtituted in the TE 
4 MOI court of ANI in + ; 
3 ah, Berchet ho Fg r | 
venants have been ſent, e eee . 
tion has 195 ä Os Pf 


uh vaſt ſens: of ee r 
corruption, as well in this buſineſs as in 
ſeveral other inſtances, appears in the evi- 
dence. of the Rajah Nundcomar. That 
evidence, and all the proceedings relat- 
ing to it, are entered in the Appendix. It 

Vas the laſt evidence of the kind. The in- 

formant was hanged. An attempt was made' 

by Mr. Haſtings to indict him for à conſpi- 

_ racy; this failing of effect, another proſecu. 
tor appeared, for an offence not connected 
with theſe charges. Nundcomar, the object 

of that charge, was executed at the very criſis 
of che enquiry, for an offence of another 
nature, not capital by the laws of the coun- 
try. As long as it appeared ſafe, ſeveral 
charges were made (which are inſerted at 


large 


it to haxe 


TT 

: many more. — ele e 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, declared, in a mi- 
nute entered on the conſultation of the gth 
May 4/775 that, “in the late proceedings of 
© the revenue board, it will appear that there 
eculadan from which ie 


— 19d 1p A alrite 
Ae keine 95 nabares; ſo very extenſive, ſo 


of gra weight, appointed by act of partia- 
: | es in the higheſt truſt; a 

5 charge; nee at his ovn board, to his own 
ere | . ab ar common _ | 
ih rates een, a ching to be 


pallodevecr bp! Mr. en ſell: bee 


wo have, been-brought.to Re ARR 
ſtrict diſcuſſion. General Clavering, colo- 
| nenen ee Francis, _— _ | 


2 * 92 1 5 
2 high office of RG Eh ono for any 
ao Hang R as rin hu. 
0 dad Ks SSD 107 ett yen 
bes this e een accouft, by his 
© alen of the governor general's con- 
duct; theſe gentlemen” proceeded to the par- 
ticulars; and they produced the caſe of a 
corrupt bargain of Mr. Haſtings, concerning 
the diſpoſition of office. This tranſaction" is 
here ſtated by your committee in a very con- 
ciſe manner, being on this occaſion merely 
intended to point out to the houſe the abſo- 
lute neceſſity which, in their opinion, exiſts, 
for another ſort of enquiry into the eorrup- 
tions of men in power in India, than hitherto 
has been purſued. The proceeding may xe 
Nen OT ES of ODD EIGT. 


el ah in Ron gr apes; nn uννᷣν 
eee was als that Mr. 


had ſold the office of the phouzedar of Hughty, 
to a perſon called Khan Jehan Khan;'on'# 
corrupt agreement; which was, that from his 
emoluments of 72,000 rupees a year, he was 
to pay to the governor general 36, o rupees 
annually; and to his banyan, Cantd Bab, 
42000 _—_ Thou com * 8 


uM "a 
> EY ompany the 40% 0 rupees which 
were — —— paid to theſe gentlemen; and 


to content hithſelf - with the allowance = 


32000. IM. Haſtings ws „if on any oca- 
| Hon” of his life, ſtrongly called upon to 
| bring this matter to the moſt diſtinct iſſue: 
and Mr. Barwell, who ſupported his adm 
and as ſuch bought to have e 


ration, 


| tender for his -honour; was bound to help 


hirn to ge 


t ich the: bottom bates his Enerres 


acl * erm cling 
be detected and: expoſed.” 2 But the courſe 
they held was directly contrary. They bes 


gan by an objection to receive the complaint; 


in Which they obſtinately perſevered, as far 


as their power went. Mr. Barwell was o 


opinion, that the company's inſtructions to 
enquire into peculation, were intended for 
the public intereſts; that it could not for- 


ward the public intereſts to enter into theſe 


enquiries; and that che never -wi 
«channel. of aſperſing any char: 


cc ment. Here was a new m 


ing found out by Mr. Barwell, -whink Wehe | 
nes. all enquiry: into gs to the 
eren 


| | der; vue 
c it cannot conduee to the good of Bern 


of 


_ 


9 J 
very perſons charged Nin 
By chat reaſoning, all orders of his 1 


—— were at his mercy: and he azur 


by an expreſs act o boun 
to. obey, on his opinion, hf whas, | . 


e pt, conduce to the good of an- 


Bis principles, he either 


annihila 5 tes the authority of the act of parlia- 
ment, or he entertains ſo extravagant a ſup- 
poſition, as that the court of directors poſſe 


a more ſolute authority, when their, or⸗ 
ders were not m for 396 
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8 pi hai ay, ct 59 ſhould — to 
« the 1 wre, and to the court of di 
ec © tors, if he was, not to receive the com- 


s of the. warne when baren 
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„To tels ſentiments colonel” Monſbn and 
M. Francis adhered. Mr. Haſtings thought 
it more ſafe, on principles ſimilar to thoſe a- 
ſumed by Mr. Barwell, to reſuſe to hear the 
charge; but he reſerved his remarks on this 


tranſaction, becauſe they will be equally ap- 


plicable to many others which, in the courſe of 
this buſineſs, are likely to be brought before the 

board. There appeared therefore to him, a 
probability that the charge about the cor- 
5 rupt bargain was no more than the commence- 
ment of 'a/ whole claſs of ſuch accuſations; 
ſince he was of opinion (and what is very ex- 


traordinary, previous to any examination) 
_ that the ſame remarks would be applicable 


| to ſeveral of thoſe which were to follow. He 


muſt ſuppoſe this' claſs of among ns | 
1 wann 


The majority, 1 Fay their Pee? | 
| ry notwithſtanding his oppoſition to all en- 
quiry, as he was ſupported only by Mr. Bar- 
well, the queſtion for it was carried. He was 
then deſired to name a day for the appear- 

ance of the accuſer, and the inſtitution ef the 
enquiry. Though baffled in his attempt to 

ſtop the enquiry in the firſt ſtage, Mr. Haſt- 


1 ings made a ſecond ſtand: he ſeems here to 
have recollected ſomething inherent in his 
* own office, that put the matter more in his 
ſpeaks in a poſitive and commanding tone: 
© I will not (ſays his minute) name a day for: 
Mir Zin ul ab Dien to appear before the 
« board ; nor will I gonna him er oy Y 
the board. gs rein j 


4 


. 3 Ft 15 enquiry hk vin car= 
ried. It was declared fit to enquire: + but 
chere was, according to him, a pawer. which 
might prevent the appearance of witneſſes. 
On the general policy of obſtructing ſuch en- 
quiries, Mr. Francis, on a motion to that 
effect, made à ſound remark, which cannot 
fail of giving riſe to very ſerious thoughts: 
e That, ſuppoſing it agreed among ourſelves, - 
© that the board ſhall not hear any charges 
« 0r een againſt a member of it, a 
« caſe or caſes may hereafter happen, in 
<, which, by a reciprocal complaiſance to each 
e other, our reſpective miſconduct may be 
effectually ſcreened from enquiry; and the 
te company, whoſe. intereſt is concerned, or 
the parties, WhO * have reaſon to com- 
plain ? 
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- gentleman, nor of the maker of the motion, 
| ve fon nor of Mr. Monſdn who 
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: aſſertion of ah ies one of the ſupreme 
court, as ſuperſeding the neceſſity and pro- 

priety of fuch enquiries in counc 
regard to his principles relative to the 
natives and their complaints, if they are 

admitted, they are of — to — 
of — mien of le. 


the very principle of redr 


to Dae refuſal to er council. 
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ly of what efficacy at court bas been 4 


faiafaftion to Ks pang — — "ou * 
ſelf on a court of juſtice, and ſuppoſes that no- 
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PO for: "he" " majority! e the counet 
— againſt kim in the ſupreme rout, 


Mr: Haſtings falls in his applicat 


lent to order a pro- 


winch: they had no BIO for es a pre- 
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vious enquiry, . But their enquity-liad other 

Nw No ptiyate accuſer might chooſe 
e ee, The party who was the ſubject 
of the peculation might be (as here e 
the accomplice in it. No popular 0 
popular ſuit, was provided by the charter 
under whoſe authority the court was iniſti- 
tuted. In any event, a ſuit might fail in the 
_ the directors inſtantiy to addreſs for the re- 
moval of a goyernor- general. The oppoſi- 
tion of Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell proy- 
ed as ineffectual in this ſtage as the former; 
and a day was named * CEO ved 
Mags of the, en e 


The Foy — hd deſi; oh 
the 5 ana the council, the! i 
© nor to ſulſer a judicial enquiry into his con- 
Rn board of which he is the preſi- 
ff gent. As on the former. occaſions, he de- 
175 . | clares 
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clares the board diſſolved. A8 on aner, 


| : occaſions, the ae did not admit his 
claim to this power: they proceeded, in his 
i abſence; to examine the accuſer and _— 
2ÞF "Their eee are eee K. 
bl - at dale 
bl * is ae n ing 25 e | 
1 tion, Khan Jehan Khan, the party with whom 
j [ the corrupt agreement was made, © declined 
=_ an attendance, under excuſes which the ma- 
=. jority thought pretences ſor delay, though 
= they uſed no compulſory methods towards his 
WW appearance; at length, however, he did ap- 
. pear, and then a ſtep was taken by Mr. Haſ- 
1 A tings of a very extraordinary nature, after 
1 | the ſteps which he had taken before, and the 
1 1 declarations with which thoſe ſteps had been 
. accompanied. Mr. Haſtings, who had ab- 
1 | ſolutely refuſed to be preſent in the foregoing _ 
= puart of the proceeding, appeared with Khan | 
ll. Jehan Khan. And now the affair took an- 
bi other turn; other obſtructions were raiſed. 
a | General Clavering faid, that the informations ; 
1 hitherto taken had proceeded upon oath. 
1 Khan Jehan Khan had previouſly declared to 
bi ee Clavernag: his' eee to wig ng ex- 
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1 amined ; but, hee ia, the FI 
be changed bis mind, and alledged a delicacy, 
8 relative to his rank, with regard to the oath. 
In this ſcruple he was ſtrongly ſupported by 
Mr. Haſtings. | He and Mr. Barwell went“ 
; f urther ; they contended, that the council 
had no right to adminiſter an qath. They 
Aut have been very clear in that opinion, 
| when they reſiſted the examination on oath or 
= the very perſon who, if he could fafely ſwear 
to Mr. Haſtings's innocence, owed. it as à debt 
to his patron not to refuſe it; and of the pay- 
ment of this debt, it was extraordinary in the 
patron not only to ee but, een 0 | 
abſolute, refuſal., e,, 


dls ls e d Wee ak in 

5 chis doctrine, they appeared to have doubt 
of the prudence, of enforcing it by violent 

means; but, conſtruing his refuſal into a dif. 
poſitign to ſcreen: the peculations of the go- 
vernor- general, they treated him as guilty of 

a contempt of their board, diſmiſſed him from 

the ſervice, and e aa nn. rs 

e aneh to * e TB e a 


"Py „ : , , 
- * Fa = 8 K 1 d — + Tu. * e EF 2 
3 * x Fe " % FY Y 8 4 7 — * 7 We N 64 


35 : 
- l * * 
g 
* 1 24 Sa 4 * * -E 2 
of i N 1 * . ' 3 + yy 
4 ; 


1 2 1 


be reaſons on both ſides appear in che 0 
pedix. Mr. Haſtings accuſes, chem bitterly 
ol inj jultice to himſelf, in conſidering the re- 

| tuſal of this perſon to ſwear, as à charge 
proved. Ho far they did ſo, and under 
what qualifications, will appear by reference 
to the papers in the Appendix. But Mr. Haſ- 
tings thanks God that they are not his 
$ judges.” lis great held, and not withouʒt 
reaſon, is the fupreme court: and he © bleſſes 
ce th& wiſdom of parliament, thargconſtituted 
c a court of judicature at ſo ſeaſonable a time, 
< to check the deſpotiſm of the new council. 
It was thought in England, that the, court © 
had other objects than the protection of the 
governor- general againſt the examinations of 
thoſe ſem out with inſtructions toe + Juire. into 
the re of men in ke, 
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| * kough Ke. Haſtings did a at b der Wee 
avowedly did, every thing to prevent any en- 
quiry that was inſtituted merely for the infor- 

mation of the court of directors, yet he did 

not feel himſc if thoroughly fatisfied with his 
own proceedings. It was evident, that to 

them, his and Mr. Barwell's reaſonings 
would not appear very e or ſatisfac- 
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| tory; he therefore pro give them fulj 
fatisfaction at ſome future time. In his letter 
of the 14th of September 1975, he reiterates 
a former declaration, and aſſures them of | 
; — this purpoſe in the ſtrongeſt 5 
terms.” I now again recur to the declara- 
tion which I have before made, That it is 
my fixed determination to carry literally into 
1 execution, and moſt fully and liberally ex- 
A plain, every circumſtance of *my conduct on 
tbe pike which I bade been injuriouſly. ö 
« arraigned; and to afford you the cleareſt 
<« conviction of my own integrity, and of 
® & the propriety 'of my motives _ = TT: . 
1 ing a preſent metry Ws 1 
8 A „%%% LES. ot EY 
| Theſe notives, as fir N can bediſcover- : 
4 were the violence of his adverſaries, che in . 
tereſted character and views of the accuſer, a > 
810 anger of proſecution in the ſupreme 
court, which made it prudent to reſerve hig = 
; Aooiibe.” Theſe arguments are applicable to 
| any charge. Notwithſtanding theſe reaſons, 
it is plain by the above letter, that he chought 
himſelf bound, at ſome time or other, to give 
. atisfaction to his maſters till he ſhould 1 


this, in his own opinion, he remained in an 
 unpleatune 
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| aa ee But * Were mHisfor=) 
tune, it ſeems, patiently; with a confidence 
in their juſtice for his future relief. Hie ſays, 
wnatever evil may fill the long nte val which 
may precede it. - That interval he has 
taken care to make long enough; for near 
eight years are now elapſed, and he has not 
yet taken the ſmalleſt ſtep towards giving to 
the court of directors any explanation what- 
ever; much leſs that full and liberal expla- 
nation whieh he had fo wr er St 
* rom iſed. 407 Dots 07 bn Fend FI 


| Ie 6 is to 5 abCrved, chat though! Mc. Haſ- *. 
| 6105 talks in theſe, letters much of. his; inte 
| grity, and of the purity of his mogives, and 
2 of full explanation, he no, where. denies, the 
act of this | corrupt. traffic 2 office... Though - 
he had adjourned h his defence,, Wich ſo. mach 
Pain to himſelf, to ſo very Ione; A day, he 
was not to. inattentiye to the calc. of Khan 
4 Jehan Khan as he. has, ſhewn himſof to. his 
-OWNe, He had. been accuſed of corruptly, 1e 
ſerving. to himſelf, A Part o of the emoluments 
0 this man 'S office; it was aa delicate buſines 
to handle, whilſt his defence ſtood, I AM 
Ver in a ee ſhort x PRE, alter a majority came 
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into his hands, he turned out the perſon TE 
pointed by general Clavering, &c. and re- 
| e the very man with ts he ſtood ac- 
cuſed of the corrupt bargain „ what Was 
worſe, he had been charged with originally | 
turning out another, to make room for this 
man. The whole is put in ſtrong terms by 39 
the then majority of the council; where, 
_ aſter. charging him with every ſpecies of pe- 
5 culation, they add, We believe, the proofs 
©. of his appropriating four parts in ſeven of 
« the ſalary with which the company is 
charged, for the phouſdar of Hughley, are 
„. ſuch as, whether ſufficient or not to convict. 
Tim in a, court of juſtice, will not leave 
e the ſnadow of a doubt concerning his guilt 
3 the mind of any unprejudiced perſon.— 
« The, ſalary, is, 724000; upees a year: the 8 
*© governor. takes 36, oo, and allows Cantoo | 
e Baboo four thouſand more, for the trouble 
b he fübmits 10. in conducting the negocia- 
2 tion with the phouſdar. This alſo is the 
e common ſubject of converſation and deri- 
« ſion through .the, whole. fettlement.---It is 
« © our firm opinion and belief, chat the late 
L phouſdar of Hughley, à relation of Maho- 
5 « med. 8 1 Vs pe phate, this 
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were not- 
* ſo favourable as thoſe which the h6hour- 
« able governor-general ny" 5 obtained” from 
« Woot wrong n ann eee 


able Sowie 8 
ed 26 there, with'a confident 8 
« peculiar to himſelf, that his meaſures hi- 
« therto ſtand unimpeached, except by us. 
We know not how this affertion is to be 
made good, unleſs the net during wy 
« ue eder gere. inevery Branch be dee! 
* re honour to his! 1dmir iſtratio ns ; 
33 O07 Gf SSR af goa tfÞ 
qld Ale 200 tenor of theſe aceula- 
rions, AS well as the nature of them, 1 , rendered 
Haſtings's poſtpöning, and "after- 
/wtds totally declining,” all denial, or even, 
defence or explanation, very extrabrd ny. 
No governot” ought" to Hear in fctice 25 
ges; ; and no court t of Yirbtors 'bught to to 
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© The Tut b res were not el in- 
| attentive to thi $' buſineſs.” a They condemned 
his act as it deſerved, and they went i into the 
bufineſs of his" eoa right to diffolve the c coun- 
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cl. Their opinions ſcemed againR. i 15. and 
they gave preciſe grders againſt the wſe of any | 
ſuch power in Aae, On conſulting Mr. 


Sayer, the company 's counſel, he was of a 
fferent opinion, with regard to the legal 


right; but he thought, very properly, that 


che uſe of a right, and the manner and pur- 


poſes for which it was uſed, gught not to 
hay ye been ſeparated, ,, What he;though « on 
| aſiog, appears in his opinion, tranſ- 


5 mitted by. the court of directors to Mr..Haſ-, 


 tings.and the coungil general; * but it was.as 


 & greatacringtgdifſalyethecouncilupon b 
e and ſiniſter motives, as it would be to r 5 


che power of diſſolxing, if he had not. 
believe he is. 


et could ſi ummon three councils and diſſolve 


# them, he had time fully to conſider What 


ce would be the reſult of ſuch conduct, to. 
& convince every Body, 9 ond 4 . of 4 bis 
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4 was a matter 8 of ſinall aint 0 | 
Mr. Haſtings, during the painful interval 


5 he Ag hs fn 0 that the nee s learn 
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we firſt geverncy. that. n i 5 
. ſolved a council enquiring into Bis behavi- 


2 our, when he was innocent, Before he | 
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ed Wo nee ** 15 had le chan Powers, 5 
of which he made an uſe" that raiſed an uni- 
l ene of his W 1 9 Marty bs yn ang 
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15 Oker counkit aid ber nue has urably 
of the powers theriiſclves Bur chis matter 
was of leſs conſequence,” becauſe 4 à great k , 
| ference of opinion may ariſe. concerning 1 
extent of official ben deen among men 
FPretmemiiy educated (as in this eaſe fuchi a 
Ip difference did arife) and ven engaged men 
may take either part. But the uſe that was was 
made of them, ini ſyſtematical contradidtion 
| any's orders, Ras been ſtated in 
© "the ninth report,” as well as in many of the 
W others made by tio of your "comunitices,2© „ 
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| BOOKS printed 17 J. DEBRETT. 


| 8 to Lord Beauchamp. in anſwer to che 
above — The preſent 10ur—Emnl:of Abingdon's 


Speech on Iriſh Aﬀfairs—Worg at 5 


12% 7 Weſt, on Creating Peers. —Sir Henry 
"Clinton's Narrative of his Conduct in America 
Earl Cornwallis's Anſwer—Sir Henry Clinton's 
Reply to the Anſwer — Debates on the Peace 


Mr. Pitt's Speech in defence of the Peace — 
Letter to the Earl of Shelburne on the Pence | 


1 Thoughts on the Peace Mr. Sinclair 's Lacubta- 


tions — iz int to a Patriot" Parliament<—Speech 1 


tbe Aſſembly of St. ' Chriſtopher” S- Sir Henry 


-Clinton's | etter to the Commiſſioners of public 
Accounts Mr. Dean's Addreſs to the United 
States of Amerita — Abbe Mabley's Remarks on 
the American Conſtituion— Reſolutions of the 
laſt Bouſe of Commons on the late Grand Con- 
ſtitutional ſtions True State of the late In- 
portant Queſftion—1; etters to Sir T homas Brough- - 
ton — Free Parliaments Fox and Pitts Speeches 
on the Weſtminſler 8 —TLhree, Letters to- 
the People «x Engl and — Baron Maſſere's 
Enquiry into the 2 and Power of 
ies Rey to the Parliamentary Debatts— 
Reply to the Treaſury + Pamphlet—Authentic 


«Statement of the Report of the Privy Council on 
{the Iriſh Propoſitions M Fox's Speech, 


12, 1785 — leads of Mr. Fox's Speech, "7M 
23, 1788, with a Liſt of abe Mi andi 
Review, of Mr. 12s Twenty, eſolutions—L 
ter from an Iriſh Ge e in Longe. Ke. 
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